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AN  ADDRESS 

TO   THE    SOCIETY   OF   FRIENDS. 


Dear  Friends  : — 

The  call  was  never  more  loudly  and  clearly  extended,  to  come 
out  and  be  separate  from  the  spirit  of  antichrist,  in  all  its  subtle 
transformations  and  specious  insinuations,  than  at  the*present 
time,  when  the  enemy  of  all  truth  and  righteousness,  is  seeking, 
by  every  stratagem  in  his  power,  to  "  scatter  in  Jacob  and  divide 
in  Israel,"  by  exalting  us,  in  the  spirit  of  our  minds,  above  the 
simplicity  and  littleness  of  dependent  creatures,  for  it  is  the  un- 
alterable will  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  we  should  be  brought 
into  his  kingdom  by  the  same  self-denying  path  which  our  Holy 
Redeemer  has  trod  before  us,  bearing  the  cross,  and  despising 
the  shame. 

There  remains  but  the  one  way  to  the  kingdom  of  rest  and 
peace,  according  to  the  declaration  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  in 
these  words :  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life :  no  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me."  And  again,  "  Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  you,  I  am  the  door  of  the  sheep ;  by  me,  if  any  man 
enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out,  and  find 
pasture."  But,  said  he,  "  He  that  entereth  not  by  the  door  into 
the  sheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the  same  is  a 
thief  and  a  robber,"  for  "  God  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another, 
nor  his  praise  to  graven  images."  "The  thief  cometh  not  but  to 
steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  destroy :  I  am  come  that  they  might 
have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly.  I  am 
the  Good  Shepherd,  and  know  my  sheep,  and  am  known  of  mine. 
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I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And  other  sheep  I  have,  which 
are  not  of  this  fold ;  them  also,  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my 
voice,  and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  Shepherd.  Because 
of  these  sayings,  there  was  a  division  among  those  that  heard  him, 
some  saying,  He  hath  a  devil,  and  is  mad,  and  others  said,  These 
are  not  the  words  of  him  that  hath  a  devil.  Can  a  devil  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  ?" 

The  worldly-wise  and  self-righteous  did  not  believe  his  words, 
and  would  not  receive  him  as  the  Messiah,  for  they  were  looking 
for  the  appearance  of  outward  greatness,  according  to  their 
carnal  views  and  desires,  so  that  his  coming  in  the  lowliness  and 
meekness  of  a  servant  was  despised  ;  and  when  "  he  came  unto 
his  own,  they  received  him  not ;  but  to  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God."  The  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  a  superficial  religion,  without  the  substance, — 
of  which  they  were  only  the  types  and  shadows, — and  the  empty 
sounds  of  lifeless  words,  were  so  much  better  suited  to  their 
worldly  minds,  that  they  could  not  endure  the  humbling  dispensa- 
tion of  the  light  of  Christ,  as  their  teacher  and  guide,  but  pre- 
ferred their  own  wisdom  and  their  own  ways,  to  simple  obedience 
to  the  manifestations  of  truth,  so  that,  being  vain  in  their  ima- 
ginations, their  foolish  hearts  became  darkened,  and  "  being 
ignorant  of  God's  righteousness,"  they  went  about  to  establish 
their  own  righteousness,  not  submitting  themselves  unto  the 
righteousness  of  God,  for  "  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness,  to  every  one  that  believeth.  There  is  no  difference 
between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek,  for  the  same  Lord  over  all,  is 
rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him." 

Notwithstanding  the  rebellion  of  Israel  against  the  will  of 
God,  the  apostle  addressed  them  on  this  wise,  assuring  them  of 
the  continuation  of  his  concern  for  them,  to  wit :  "  Brethren,  my 
heart's  desire  and  prayer  for  Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved, 
for  I  bear  them  record,  that  they  have  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not 
according  to  knowledge.  Israel,  which  followed  after  the  law  of 
righteousness,  hath  not  attained  to  it.  Wherefore?  Because 
they  sought  it  not  by  faith,  but,  as  it  were,  by  the  works  of  the 
law.  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man  :  but  I 
see  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  my 


mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin,  which  is 
in  my  members."  And  is  it  not,  dear  friends,  this  law  of  sin 
which  is  warring  in  us,  and  exalting  us  above  the  pure  and  un- 
flattering witness  for  God  in  our  souls,  causing  us  to  exult  in  our  own 
achievements,  and  to  regard  ourselves  as  the  redeemed  and  saved 
of  the  Lord,  whilst  we  are  in  the  very  gall  of  bitterness — being 
filled,  through  unbelief,  with  envy,  wrath,  and  malice,  to  the  re- 
jection of  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  which  is  full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy  ? 

What  will  it  avail  us,  dear  friends,  to  have  a  name  to  live, 
while  we  are  rejecting  him  who  is  the  life — while  we  are  exercis- 
ing our  own  wisdom,  and  seeking  our  own  wills,  and  yet  profess- 
ing to  serve  God  with  our  bodies  and  spirits,  which  are  his  ? 
While  we  are  professing  and  preaching  one  thing,  and  practising 
another,  how  can  we  expect  any  good  fruits  to  result  from  our 
labors  ?  If  we  preach  Christ  crucified,  and  yet  walk  after  the 
law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  to  the  fulfilling  of  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  what  have  we 
to  look  for  but  the  condemnation  of  him  whose  wrath  will  be 
revealed  against  the  ungodly,  causing  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite 
to  perish,  and  at  whose  appearing  "  sinners  in  Zion  shall  be 
afraid,  and  fearfulness  shall  surprise  the  hypocrite  ?"  If  the 
spirit  that  dwelleth  in  us  lusteth  to  envy,  we,  being  the  friends  of 
the  world,  are  the  enemies  of  God,  for  it  is  from  our  lusts  that 
war  in  our  members,  that  all  wars  and  fightings  proceed ;  and  it 
is  by  a  measure  of  the  same  spirit  which  causes  the  outward 
shedding  of  blood,  that  we  are  led  into  strife  and  contention, 
jarring  and  confusion,  in  the  church.  It  is  by  the  aspiring  of 
the  foot  to  the  office  of  the  hand,  and  of  the  eye  and  the  ear  to 
the  office  of  the  tongue,  that  disorder  is  produced  in  the  body ; 
whereas,  if  all  were  concerned  to  bow,  and  keep  low  before  the 
Lord,  unity  and  harmony  might  again  prevail.  "  In  aspiring  to 
be  gods,  angels  fell,  so  in  aspiring  to  be  angels,  men  rebel."  It 
is  written  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  that  "  He  took  not  on  him 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  seed  of  Abraham,"  and  also,  that  he 
was  made  perfect  through  sufferings ; — that  the  captivity  of  Job 
was  turned  when  he  prayed  for  his  friends,  and  that  by  faith 
Abraham  was  blessed,  who,  in  humble  obedience  to  the  command 


6 

of  God,  withheld  not  his  own  son  from  the  altar.  What  examples 
of  humility,  mercy,  and  faith,  are  to  be  found  on  record  for  our 
instruction,  and  what  encouragement  have  we  to  subject  our  wills, 
in  the  obedience  of  faith,  to  the  requirements  and  commands  of 
the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  walking  by  faith  and  not  by  sight, 
conferring  not  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  following  the  simple  and 
gentle  leadings  of  the  Spirit  of  Grace — that  being  enlisted  in  the 
army  of  the  Lamb,  we  may  know  of  the  obtaining  the  victory 
over  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  through  him  who  hath 
loved  us,  and  given  himself  for  us,  and  who  died  not  for  our  sins 
only,  but  those  of  the  whole  world. 

The  primitive  believers  were  a  simple  and  humble-minded 
people,  whose  hearts  were  exercised  to  know  and  to  follow  the 
direction  of  their  Holy  Leader  in  the  way  of  the  cross,  by 
surrendering  all  their  crowns  of  earthly  wisdom,  riches,  and 
pride,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  that  all  dominion,  power,  and  praise, 
might  be  ascribed  unto  him,  and  as  they  kept  humble,  de- 
pendent, and  faithful,  they  were  exalted  in  due  time,  and  made 
instruments  in  his  holy  hand  for  the  promotion  and  spread  of  the 
Gospel  power,  by  which  they  had  been  raised  up  out  of  the  grave 
and  bondage  of  sin,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God. 
Having  tasted  and  seen  for  themselves  of  the  goodness  and 
mercy  of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus,  their  Saviour,  in  bringing  them 
out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light,  they  became  concerned 
for  others,  that  their  feet  might  be  turned  into  the  same  holy  and 
living  way  of  righteousness  and  peace ;  and,  having  been  taught 
in  the  school  of  Christ,  they  were  of  that  Spirit  which  taketh  its 
kingdom  by  entreaty,  and  not  by  force.  They  were  an  innocent 
and  unoffending  people  before  the  Lord,  whom  they  endeavored 
to  serve  in  all  things,  laying  aside  their  own  wills  and  wisdom,  as 
carnal  weapons,  with  which  they  refused  to  fight,  lest  they  should 
be  overcome  by  their  enemies.  The  salvation  of  the  soul  was 
the  end  and  aim  of  their  lives,  and  this  they  often  sought  at  the 
peril,  and  even  the  sacrifice,  of  every  earthly  good.  Jesus  Christ, 
of  Nazareth,  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost 
by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  precious  life,  was  their  pattern,  and 
his  Spirit  their  direction,  government,  and  support,  in  which  they 
trusted  with  the  dependence  and  confidence  of  little   children, 


knowing  and  acknowledging  that  of  themselves  they  could  do 
nothing.  Their  worship  was  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  for  they  sat 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  even  as  Mary  did,  and  rejoiced  and  wondered 
at  his  gracious  words,  for  their  attention  was  turned  inward, 
where  they  communed  with  their  own  hearts,  and  were  still,  so 
that  his  voice  could  be  heard  preaching  in  them,  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  Lord. 

These  faithful  servants  of  the  Most  High  sought  not  their  own 
honor  or  glory,  but  were  engaged  to  render  unto  God  his  ever- 
lasting due,  even  the  praise  of  his  own  works,  wrought  in,  and 
through,  and  by  them.  They  were  no  self-seekers,  but  the 
humble,  self-denying  followers  of  a  meek  and  crucified  Saviour, 
whom  they  were  concerned  to  follow,  as  the  Captain  of  their  sal- 
vation, even  though  it  might  be  through  suffering  and  death ;  and 
when  the  storm  of  persecution  arose,  to  the  spoiling  of  their 
goods,  and  the  imprisoning  of  their  bodies,  they  were  not  offended 
in  him  on  whom  they  had  believed,  knowing  that  he  was  able  to 
keep  them  against  the  day  of  salvation,  when  the  accuser  of  the 
brethren  should  be  cast  down,  and  they  enabled  to  overcome  him 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  word  of  their  testimony,  for 
they  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the  death ;  but  counted  not  their 
lives  dear  unto  them,  that  they  might  win  Christ,  and  finish  their 
course  with  joy.  Their  religion  was  one  of  conviction,  con- 
sistency, and  power,  and  not  of  mere  sentiment  and  form,  for 
they  acknowledged  and  served  but  one  Master,  and  yet  were 
"  subject  one  unto  another,"  as  brethren,  "in  love,"  as  members 
of  one  body,  of  which  Christ  alone  was  and  is  the  exalted  and 
glorified  Head.  They  were  true  to  their  God,  true  to  themselves, 
and  true  to  one  another,  and  became  changed  men  and  women, 
before  they  undertook  to  change  others,  by  turning  them  from 
darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  the  power  of 
God ;  for  they  were  not  as  the  blind  leading  the  blind,  but  they 
testified  of  those  things  which  their  eyes  had  seen,  and  their 
hands  had  handled,  of  the  good  word  of  life  ;  and  the  consistency 
of  their  lives  was  the  model  of  their  preaching,  which  was  in  the 
power  and  demonstration  of  the  Spirit. 

Their  religion  was  a  practical  one,  consisting  of  love  to  God 
and  man,  as  the  fruit  of  a  living  faith,  which  works  by  love,  to 
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the  purifying  of  the  heart  from  the  love  of  the  world — its  riches 
and  pleasures,  its  wisdom  and  honors,  customs,  maxims,  and 
manners,  so  that  they  became  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
tvorhs  ;  and  it  was  remarked  of  them  how  they  loved  and  assisted 
each  other.  They  exhorted,  entreated,  and  rebuked,  in  the  same 
spirit  in  which  they  lived  and  worshipped,  considering  themselves, 
lest  they  also  be  tempted,  and  while  they  preached  to  others,  be- 
come castaways  themselves.  As  they  loved  God  above  all,  they 
loved  their  neighbors  as  themselves,  being  bound  together  by  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  so  that  their  communion 
was  with  God,  and  one  with  another,  in  the  secret  of  their  souls, 
travailing  in  spirit  for  the  welfare  of  Zion,  and  the  enlargement 
of  her  borders,  which  they  were  engaged  to  promote,  even  at  the 
sacrifice  of  outward  liberty,  possession,  and  life,  when  this  was 
required,  as  it  often  was.  They  did  not  seek  to  serve  two 
masters,  but  preferred  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  sin  for  a  season,  esteeming 
the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  in 
Egypt,  for  they  had  respect  unto  the  recompense  of  the  reward, 
and  endured,  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible.  They  were  willing 
to  suffer  with  Christ,  that  they  might  reign  with  him.  Neither 
the  love  of  the  riches,  flattery,  or  honor  of  the  world,  or  the  fear 
of  its  frowns,  persecutions,  or  shame,  was  able  to  move  them  from 
their  holy  purpose,  of  promoting  " peace  on  earth,  and  good  will 
to  men;"  but  this  was  their  fixed  and  firm  resolve,  "Let  others 
do  as  they  may :  as  for  me,  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord." 

As  Jesus  Christ,  their  Saviour,  was  their  holy  pattern,  they 
returned  to  no  man  evil  for  evil,  but  sought  to  overcome  evil 
with  good,  praying  for  their  enemies,  and  pleading  for  them 
their  ignorance  of  what  they  did  in  persecuting  them,  as  their 
excuse  and  ground  of  forgiveness,  saying,  "  Father,  forgive  them, 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  There  was  nothing  of  the 
spirit  of  vindictiveness  or  retaliation  in  those  who  were  the  true 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  for  their  trust  was  in  the  power  of  Gospel 
love,  to  overcome  and  subdue  what  was  evil  in  themselves  and 
others ;  and  by  this  were  they  restrained  and  constrained  in  all 
their  religious  engagements.     They  did  not  say  judgingly  to  a 


brother,  "thou  shalt'  not  do  this  or  that,"  while  they  committed 
the  same  or  greater  offences  themselves ;  for,  knowing  the  judg- 
ment of  God  against  all  hypocrisy  and  unrighteousness,  they 
were  careful  first  to  remove  the  beam  out  of  their  own  eye,  before 
they  sought  to  take  the  mote  out  of  a  brother's  eye.  It  was 
their  first  and  chief  concern,  that  the  truth  might  prevail  in  their 
own  hearts,  so  they  studied  to  be  quiet,  and  mind  their  own 
business,  not  saying  within  themselves,  what  shall  this  or  that 
man  do,  but  endeavoring,  in  meekness  and  humility,  to  follow 
him  who  had  called  them  out  from  the  world  and  its  spirit,  to 
serve  the  living  God. 

They  were  opposed  to  contention,  strife,  and  division  in  the 
church,  as  being  among  the  fruits  of  the  fall,  by  which  the  enemy 
of  all  truth  and  righteousness  sought  to  scatter  them  from  the 
fold  of  Christ  into  a  waste  and  howling  wilderness,  where  they 
would  become  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  exposed  to  every 
danger.  And  the  apostle  exhorted  on  this  wise,  "Now  I  be- 
seech you,  brethren,  mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offences, 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  ye  have  learned,  and  avoid  them ;  for 
they  that  are  such  serve  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  their 
own  belly ;  and,  by  good  words  and  fair  speeches,  deceive  the 
hearts  of  the  simple.  I  would  have  you  wise  unto  that  which  is 
good,  and  simple  concerning  evil,  and  the  God  of  peace  shall 
bruise  Satan  under  your  feet."  And  again,  "I  beseech  you, 
brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak 
the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you,  but 
that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  and  in  the 
same  jugdment,  for  it  hath  been  declared  unto  me  of  you,  my 
brethren,  that  there  are  contentions  among  you.  I  could  not 
speak  unto  you  as  unto  spiritual,  for  ye  are  yet  carnal;  for, 
whereas  there  is  among  you  envying  and  strife,  and  divisions,  are 
ye  not  yet  carnal,  and  walk  as  men  ?  for  while  one  saith,  I  am  of 
Paul,  and  another,  I  am  of  Apollos,  are  ye  not  carnal  ?" 

So  that  we  see  there  were  divisions  in  the  church  formerly,  as 
now,  and  the  cause  we  see  and  know,  which  is  this :  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  turned  outivard  to  man,  trusting  in  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  the  flesh,  to  unite  and  hold  them  together,  so  that 
they  became  separated  from  Christ,  in  whom  no  nation  or  people 
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were  ever  divided.  All  the  wisdom,  policy,  and  prudence  of  man 
never  did,  and  never  can  succeed,  in  producing  that  unity  and 
harmony  which  are  the  foundation  of  gospel  fellowship,  and  the 
fruit  of  gospel  love,  (which  is  the  badge  of  a  true  discipleship, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  "  By  this  shall  all  men  know 
^thatye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another;")  but  the 
exercise  of  these  has  many  a  time  led  into  darkness,  discord,  and 
confusion  those  who  have  professed  a  higher  authority. 

It  is  pride  and  self-interest  which  have  begotten  a  party  spirit 
amongst  us,  disqualifying  us  to  see  eye  to  eye,  and  this  is  the  Jonah 
which  must  be  cast  out  of  the  vessel  before  quietness  and  peace  can 
be  restored.  But  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  example  of  those 
whose  holy  lives  have  been  feelingly  portrayed,  which,  had  it  been 
followed  by  us,  we  should  never  have  been  brought  into  the  humi- 
liating position  in  which  we  now  stand.  If  the  meekness,  self- 
denial,  humility,  patience,  and  forbearance  in  which,  through 
faithfulness,  they  were  preserved,  had  hitherto  marked  our  course, 
as  a  people,  there  would  have  been  no  divisions  among  us ;  but 
while  worldly  prosperity,  on  the  one  hand,  has  begotten  a  love  of 
indulgence  and  ease,  and  an  indifference  to  those  things  which 
concern  the  peace  and  salvation  of  our  souls,  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  church,  spiritual  pride  has,  on  the  other,  exalted  some 
above  measure,  causing  the  exercise  of  an  unsanctified  zeal  in 
the  work  of  reformation,  to  the  stumbling  of  many  who  have 
judged  the  principle  of  our  profession  by  the  practice  of  its 
professors. 

If  the  love  of  the  praise  of  men,  more  than  the  praise  and 
honor  of  God,  had  not  found  a  place  in  our  minds,  we  should 
have  been  preserved  from  the  twofold  evil  of  hurtful  innovations 
and  unlawful  strife  against  them,  and  thus  we  might  have  con- 
tinued a  united  people,  to  the  praise  of  Him  by  whose  power  we 
were,  in  the  beginning,  gathered  out  of  the  world  and  its  spirit, 
— to  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  we  are  fast  returning.  If  the  work 
of  reformation  in  the  church  had  been  left  in  His  hands,  who  can 
turn  the  hearts  of  the  people,  as  a  man  turneth  the  water-course 
in  his  field,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  He  would  have 
turned  our  captivity,  and  brought  us  forth  again  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness, leaning  upon  the  Beloved,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun, 
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and,  to  the  transgressing  nature,  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  ! 
But  we  have  greatly  revolted  from  him,  by  leaning  to  our  own  under- 
standings, becoming  wise  in  our  own  eyes,  and  losing  that  feeling 
of  humble  dependence  which  would  cause  us  to  seek  unto  the 
Lord  alone,  for  wisdom  and  strength  to  guide  and  support  us,  in 
our  spiritual  journey  through  this  wilderness  world. 

There  are  those  of  our  profession,  who  seem  to  regard  many 
of  the  peculiar  testimonies  that  we,  as  a  people,  were  raised 
up  to  bear,  as  no  longer  binding  upon  us,  so  that  an  insub- 
ordinate and  libertine  spirit  has  prevailed,  to  the  despising  of 
that  good  government  and  order,  which  can  only  be  maintained 
by  the  faithful  administration  of,  and  quiet  submission  to  the 
wholesome  restraints  of  that  discipline,  which  Truth  has  prescribed 
for  our  support,  under  all  circumstances,  however  trying,  and 
which  should  be  the  only  dividing  line  between  us  and  those  who 
offend  against  it.  The  strong  will,  and  inordinate  desire  of  the 
creature,  has  caused  him  to  rebel  against  the  law  of  the  Spirit, 
until  darkness  has  ensued,  through  the  prevalence  of  self-love ; 
which  has  led,  on  the  one  hand,  to  lukewarmness,  and  on  the 
other,  to  an  unsanctified  zeal,  in  the  cause  which  we  all  profess 
to  have  espoused  in  obedience  to  the  call,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  iniquity,  with  any  degree  of  approbation,  and  to  whom 
the  self-righteous  spirit  that  is  saying,  "  Stand  by  thyself,  come 
not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou,"  is  as  offensive,  as  that 
libertine  spirit  which  is  causing  us  to  mix  with  the  multitude — 
adopting  little  by  little,  the  luxury,  splendours,  and  changes  of  an 
unwise  and  extravagant  age,  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  spiritual 
strength. 

To  be  right  in  theory,  but  wrong  in  practice,  is  as  much  op- 
posed to  the  general  good  of  society,  as  to  err  in  both,  yea  more, 
for  in  looking  for  the  legitimate  fruits  of  a  good  profession,  in 
those  who  make  it,  and  finding  instead  thereof  briers  and  thorns, 
many  are  stumbled !  "  What  doth  it  profit,  though  a  man  say  he 
hath  faith,  and  have  not  works  ?  Faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is 
dead."  If,  after  having  done  the  will  of  God,  we  have  not 
patience ;  but  in  our  own  wills  seek  to  hasten  and  behold  the 
fruits  of  our  doings,  not  casting  our  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and 
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trusting  the  event  to  hiin,  we  do  greatly  err  from  the  spirit  of 
our  profession,  and  bring  suffering  and  reproach  upon  the  church. 
"  Obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of 
rams."  In  endeavoring  to  jyress  our  more  enlightened  views  upon 
those  who  have  not  attained  to  the  same  degree  of  discernment, 
judgment  is  turned  away  backward;  for,  instead  of  gathering  with 
Christ,  our  holy  Shepherd,  the  effect  of  our  labors  will  be,  to 
scatter  from  the  fold  of  unity,  through  the  begetting  of  a  spirit  of 
resentment  and  resistance,  and  thereby  to  close  up  our  way  for 
usefulness  in  the  cause  which  we  have  espoused,  and  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  which  our  blessed  Saviour  endured  the  contradic- 
tion of  sinners,  seeking  not  theirs,  but  them,  for  whose  salvation 
he  continued  to  labor,  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  self- 
righteous  Jews,  who,  in  his  hearing,  said  unto  his  disciples,  "  Why 
eateth  your  master  with  publicans  and  sinners  ?"  to  which  Jesus 
replied,  "  They  that  be  whole,  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that 
are  sick.  But  go  ye  and  learn  what  that  meaneth,  I  will  have 
mercy  and  not  sacrifice ;  for  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  righteous, 
but  sinners  to  repentance." 

And  he  commanded  his  disiples  to  "  go  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  and  preach  the  Gospel,  heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the 
lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils;  freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give."  And  of  himself  he  said,  "  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd ; 
the  good  shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep."  Now  mark  the 
difference.  "But  he  that  is  an  hireling,  and  not  the  shepherd, 
seeth  the  wolf  coming,  and  leaveth  the  sheep,  and  fleeth ;  and  the 
wolf  catcheth  them,  and  scattereth  the  sheep.  The  hireling  fleeth, 
because  he  is  an  hireling,  and  careth  not  for  the'  sheep."  Self- 
love  has  so  firm  a  root  in  the  unregenerate  nature  of  man,  that  it 
is  exceedingly  hard  to  submit  to  the  cleansing  power  of  the  Spirit 
of  Grace,  that  would  redeem  us  from  the  desire  after  the  favor  and 
praise  of  men,  as  the  wages  of  our  labor,  instead  of  the  testimony 
of  a  good  conscience  toward  God  and  man,  and  as  a  reward,  the 
penny  of  peace.  The  humiliating  baptisms,  which  purify  the 
heart  from  this  defilement,  are,  it  is  to  be  feared,  too  seldom  sub- 
mitted to,  by  many  of  those  who  profess  to  dwell  under  their 
power,  so  that  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  creature,  are  too  often 
mistaken  for  the  authority  and  life  of  the  Spirit ;  and  thus  are 
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many  led,  by  the  delusion  of  the  devil,  to  exalt  themselves  above 
the  pure  witness  for  God,  which  is  the  smallest  of  the  seeds  sown 
in  the  heart,  and  therefore  has  ever  been  despised  and  rejected  of 
men. 

This  spiritual  Joseph  has  been  sold  into  bondage,  and  we  must 
come  to  a  feeling  for  his  affliction,  before  we  can  be  redeemed 
from  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  which  are  his  prison-house,  be- 
cause of  the  enmity  thereof,  because  of  the  exercise  of  our  own 
wills,  under  a  profession  of  unity  with  Christ,  to  the  deceiving  of 
ourselves  and  others,  by  which  the  Spirit  is  quenched  and  kept  un- 
der, groaning  for  deliverance,  that  it  might  have  free  course  in 
our  hearts,  to  the  refreshing  of  the  heritage  of  God,  in  a  day  of 
famine ;  "  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but  of 
hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord."  The  freedom  of  the  Gospel 
can  only  be  maintained  by  purity  of  heart,  in  which  we  are  en- 
abled to  see  God  in  all  his  works,  and  to  acknowledge  him  in  all 
our  ways. 

The  example  of  meekness,  forbearance,  self-denial,  and  patience, 
in  the  work  of  reformation,  the  account  of  which  we  have  recorded 
in  the  case  of  John  Woolman,  a  devoted  follower  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  Jesus,  has  often  been  instructive  to  me ;  and  it  would  be 
cause  of  rejoicing,  if  the  Spirit,  by  which  he  was  led  and  guided, 
should  come  more  and  more  to  have  the  dominion  in  and  over  us, 
of  the  present  day ;  for  the  experience  of  death  to  our  own  wills, 
is  as  essential  in  the  work  of  sanctification  and  reformation  now, 
as  ever  it  was.  It  was  the  testimony  of  this  dear  friend,  that 
"to  feel  the  substance  pointed  at  in  this  figure, — 'No  man  shall 
see  God  and  live,' — man  must  know  death  as  to  his  own  will. 
This  was  spoken  by  the  Almighty  to  Moses  the  prophet,  and 
opened  by  our  blessed  Redeemer." 

"  As  death  comes  on  our  own  wills,  and  a  new  life  is  formed  in 
us,  the  heart  is  purified,  and  prepared  to  understand  clearly ! 
Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God !  In  purity 
of  heart,  the  mind  is  divinely  opened  to  behold  the  nature  of  uni- 
versal righteousness,  or  the  righteousness  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
No  man  hath  seen  the  Father,  save  he  that  is  of  God ;  he  hath 
seen  the  Father." 

"  The  natural  mind  is  active  about  the  things  of  this  life  ;  and 


14 

in  this  natural  activity,  business  is  proposed,  and  there  is  a  will 
in  us  to  go  forward  in  it.  And  as  long  as  the  natural  will  re- 
mains unsubjected,  so  long  there  remains  an  obstruction  against 
the  clearness  of  divine  light,  operating  in  us  ;  but  when  we  love 
God  with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our  strength,  then  in  this 
love,  we  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves;  and  a  tenderness  of 
heart  is  felt  towards  all  people  for  whom  Christ  died,  even  such 
as  to  untoward  circumstances  may  be  to  us  as  the  Jews  were  to 
the  Samaritans.  <  Who  is  thy  neighbor  V  See  this  question  an- 
swered by  our  Saviour,  Luke  x.  30." 

His  views  in  regard  to  the  spirit  that  should  prevail  in  meet- 
ings for  discipline,  are  worthy  of  our  serious  consideration.  He 
says  that,  "  Except  our  minds  are  rightly  prepared  to  speak  to  the 
business  before  the  meeting,  instead  of  forwarding  we  hinder  it, 
and  make  more  labor  for  those  on  whom  the  burden  of  the  work 
is  laid.  If  selfish  views,  or  partial  spirit,  have  any  room  in  our 
minds,  we  are  unfit  for  the  Lord's  work."  In  a  yearly  meeting 
which  he  attended,  it  arose  in  his  mind  to  express  how  that  deep 
answers  to  deep,  in  the  hearts  of  the  sincere  and  upright,  though 
in  their  different  growths,  they  may  not  all  have  attained  to  the 
same  clearness,  in  some  points  relating  to  our  testimony. 

"  And  now,"  said  he,  "  though  there  are  different  ways  of  think- 
ing amongst  us,  in  some  particulars,  yet  if  we  mutually  kept  to 
that  spirit  and  power  which  crucifies  to  the  world,  giving  up  our 
hearts  to  fear  and  serve  the  Lord,  true  unity  may  still  be  pre- 
served amongst  us.  If  such  who  were  at  times  under  suffering  on 
account  of  some  scruples  of  conscience,  kept  low  and  humble,  and 
in  their  conduct  and  life,  manifested  a  spirit  of  true  charity,  it 
would  be  more  likely  to  reach  the  witness  in  others,  and  be  of 
more  service  in  the  church,  than  if  their  sufferings  were  attended 
with  a  contrary  spirit  and  conduct."  If  peace  at  any  price,  short 
of  a  sacrifice  of  religious  principle,  were  our  end  and  aim,  instead 
of  conquest  at  all  hazards,  unity  and  harmony  might  again  be 
known  to  prevail. 

At  another  yearly  meeting  which  he  attended,  he  was  overtaken 
by  a  wrong  spirit  in  speaking  to  a  subject  before  the  meeting,  in 
which  he  says :  "  In  the  heat  of  zeal,  I  made  reply  to  what  an 
ancient  Friend  said,  and  when  I  sat  down  I  saw  that  my  words 


15 

were  not  enough  seasoned  with  charity,  and  after  this  I  spoke  no 
more  on  the  subject.  Some  time  after,  remaining  uneasy  with 
the  manner  of  my  speaking,  I  could  not  see  my  way  clear  to  con- 
ceal my  uneasiness.  After  some  close  exercise,  and  hearty  re- 
pentance, that  I  had  not  attended  closely  to  the  safe  guide,  I 
stood  up,  and  reciting  the  passage,  acquainted  Friends,  that 
though  I  dare  not  go  from  what  I  had  said,  as  to  the  matter,  yet, 
I  was  uneasy  with  the  manner  of  my  speaking,  believing  milder 
language  would  have  been  better.  As  this  was  uttered  in  some 
degree  of  creaturely  abasement,  it  appeared  to  have  a  good  savour 
amongst  us,  after  a  warm  debate." 

At  another  time,  when  he  was  concerned  to  propose  an  altera- 
tion in  a  query,  relative  to  a  subject  in  which  he  had  been  much 
interested,  and  on  account  of  which  he  had  been  deeply  exercised, 
he  says,  "  I  found  my  mind  engaged  to  say,  that  as  we  professed 
the  truth,  and  were  assembled  to  support  the  testimony  of  it,  it 
was  necessary  for  us  to  dtvell  deep  and  act  in  that  wisdom  which 
is  pure,  or  otherwise  we  could  not  prosper.  I  then  mentioned 
the  alteration,  and  at  the  same  time  the  inconsistency  of  the 
practice  allowed  of  by  the  query,  as  it  stood,  with  our  principles. 
Friends  appeared  attentive  to  what  was  said ;  some  expressed  a 
care  and  concern ;  none  made  any  objection  by  way  of  reply  to 
what  was  said ;  but  the  query  was  admitted  as  they  had  altered 
it.  I  did  not  see  it  my  duty  to  press  for  an  alteration  ;  but  felt 
easy  to  leave  it  all  to  Him  who  alone  is  able  to  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  mighty  and  to  make  way  for  the  spreading  of  truth  on  the 
earth,  by  means  agreeable  to  Ms  infinite  wisdom." 

He  appears  to  have  been  so  far  redeemed  from  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  which  loveth  dominion  and  power,  and  leadeth  into  bigotry 
and  superstition,  as  to  have  become  subject  to  the  Prince  of 
peace,  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
so  that,  at  last,  the  testimony  which  for  a  time  he  had,  in  the  spirit 
of  meekness  and  forbearance,  borne  almost,  if  not  quite  alone, 
came  to  prevail  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Society. 
And  in  reference  to  the  opposite  spirit,  he  bore  many  testimonies 
against  it,  by  word,  as  well  as  by  a  self-denying  example. 

"The  sense,"  said  he,  upon  a  certain  occasion,  "I  had  of  the 
state  of  the  churches,  brought  a  weight  and  distress  upon  me ; 
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the  gold  appeared  to  me  dim,  and  the  fine  gold  changed ;  and 
that,  through  the  prevailing  of  the  spirit  of  this  world,  the  minds 
of  many  were  brought  to  inward  desolation ;  and  instead  of  the 
spirit  of  meekness,  gentleness,  and  heavenly  wisdom,  which  are 
the  necessary  companions  of  the  true  sheep  of  Christ,  a  spirit  of 
fierceness,  and  love  of  dominion,  too  generally  prevailed.  From 
small  beginnings  in  error,  great  buildings  by  degrees  are  raised, 
and,  from  one  age  to  another,  are  more  and  more  strengthened  by 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  people. 

"  As  men  obtain  reputation  by  the  profession  of  truth,  their 
virtues  are  mentioned  as  arguments  in  favor  of  general  error ; 
and  those  of  less  note,  to  justify  themselves,  say  such  and  such 
good  men,  did  the  like.  By  what  other  steps  could  the  people 
of  Judah  rise  to  such  a  height  in  wickedness,  as  to  give  just 
ground  for  the  prophet  Isaiah  to  declare  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  '  that  none  calleth  for  justice,  nor  any  pleadeth  for  truth,' 
or  for  the  Almighty  to  call  upon  the  great  city  of  Jerusalem, 
just  before  the  Babylonish  captivity,  '  If  ye  can  find  a  man,  if 
there  be  any  who  execute th  judgment,  that  seeketh  the  truth, 
and  I  will  pardon  it.'  The  prospect  of  a  road  lying  open  in  this 
land  to  the  same  degeneracy,  hath  deeply  bound  my  mind. 

He  recites  the  testimony  of  an  aged  Friend  in  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  upwards  of  ninety  years  ago,  who  said,  "that 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Society  upwards  of  sixty  years,  and 
well  remembered,  that  in  those  early  times  Friends  were  a  plain, 
lowly -minded  people,  and  that  there  was  much  tenderness  and 
contrition  in  their  meetings.  That  at  twenty  years  from  that 
time,  the  Society  increased  in  wealth,  and  in  some  degree  con- 
forming to  the  fashions  of  the  world,  true  humility  was  less  appa- 
rent, and  their  meetings,  in  general,  not  so  edifying ;  that  at  the 
end  of  forty  years  many  of  them  were  grown  very  rich ;  that 
wearing  fine  costly  garments  had  become  customary  with  them, 
their  sons  and  daughters,  and  many  of  the  Society  made  a  spacious 
appearance  in  the  world;  which  marks  of  outward  wealth  and 
greatness  appeared  in  some  in  our  meetings  of  ministers  and 
elders  ;  and  as  these  things  became  more  prevalent,  so  the  power- 
ful overshadowings  of  the  Holy  Grhost  were  less  manifest  in  the 
society  ;  that  there  had  been  a  continued  increase  of  these  ways 
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of  life,  even  until  now ;  and  that  the  weakness  which  hath  over- 
spread the  Society,  and  the  barrenness  manifest  amongst  us,  is 
matter  of  much  sorrow.  He  thus  tenderly  expressed  his  concern 
for  us,  and  signified  that  he  had  seen  in  the  true  light,  that  the 
Lord  would  bring  back  his  people  from  these  things,  into  which 
they  were  thus  degenerated,  but  that  his  faithful  servants  must 
first  go  through  great  and  heavy  exercises." 

What  would  this  ancient  Friend  think  now,  if  he  could  be  per- 
mitted to  behold  our  hoarded  wealth,  our  worldly  entanglements, 
our  spacious  dwellings,  our  costly  furniture  and  attire,  sumptuous 
tables,  and  the  dissipating  assemblages  of  our  younger  Friends  at 
the  houses  of  their  highly  professing  parents  ?  How  distinguish- 
able the  state  of  Society  now,  from  that  in  which  he  found  it, 
when,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  became  a  member  of  it, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  !  Time  hath  wrought  changes 
since,  but  are  they  for  the  better  ?  Hath  not  the  tempter  with 
his  gilded  baits  succeeded  in  alluring  us  back  again  in  Egyptian 
darkness  and  bondage,  captivating  our  affections  by  the  view  of 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  the  glory  of  them,  by  which  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ  has  been  re- 
tarded ? 

What  desolation,  what  dwarfishness,  what  leanness  of  soul, 
has  the  love  of  the  riches,  the  pleasures,  and  the  honors  of  this 
world,  occasioned  amongst  us !  How  many  have  been  led  away, 
little  by  little,  into  the  broad  way  of  the  world,  through  the  alien- 
ating influence  of  earthly  affections  ;  whereby  the  love  of  God  has 
lost  its  place  in  our  hearts,  and  our  union  and  communion  with 
Him,  and  one  with  another,  through  the  medium  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  has  been  destroyed.  "If  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  "  God  is  love,  and  he  that 
dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him."  And  again, 
"  If  we  love  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us."  The  love  of  the 
brethren  follows  the  love  of  God,  as  surely  as  the  unobscured 
light  of  the  sun  is  followed  by  heat  in  the  outward  creation,  and 
it  is  nothing  but  the  cloud  of  self-love  that  is  hiding  the  light, 
and  destroying  the  love  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  our  hearts. 

Ah,  this  is  the  enemy  of  our  peace,  which  hath  begotten  a 
party  spirit  and  zeal  amongst  us,  to  the  scattering  of  the  sheep, 
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and  we  shall  continue  to  be  separated,  one  from  another,  until 
we  open  the  door  of  our  hearts  to  him  who  has  so  long  been 
knocking  and  waiting  for  an  entrance  there.  "  Lift  up  your  head, 
0,  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the 
King  of  Glory  shall  come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?  The 
Lord,  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle.  The  Lord 
of  hosts,  he  is  the  King  of  glory."  It  is  not  in  our  own  wills, 
or  in  our  own  strength,  that  we  can  overcome  this  enemy  of  our 
souls,  for  "  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteousness  of 
God ;"  but  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  his  disciples  thus  to 
judge,  that,  as  "he  died  for  all,  they  should  not  henceforth  live 
unto  themselves,  but  unto  him  who  died  for  them,  and  rose  again. 
If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are 
passed  away,  all  things  are  become  new,  and  all  things  are  of 
God;"  who,  saith  the  apostle,  "hath  reconciled  us  to  himself,  by 
Jesus  Christ,  and  hath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  ;" 
to  wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself, 
not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them.  "  Father,  forgive  them, 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do,"  was  his  gracious  prayer  for  the 
enemies  of  his  outward  appearance ;  and  should  the  disciple  now 
be  seeking  to  be  above  his  Lord,  or  the  servant  above  his  Master, 
by  shrinking  from  suffering,  and  striving  for  vengeance  ? 

The  apostle  addressed  his  brethren  on  this  wise :  "I  say, 
through  the  grace  given  unto  me,  to  every  man  among  you,  not 
to  think  of  himself  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think  ;  but  to 
think  soberly.  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another,  with 
brotherly  love ;  in  honor  preferring  one  another.  Bless  them 
which  persecute  you  :  bless,  and  curse  not.  Be  of  the  same  mind, 
one  toward  another.  Mind  not  high  things,  but  condescend  to 
men  of  low  estate.  Be  not  wise  in  your  own  conceit.  Recom- 
pense to  no  man  evil  for  evil.  Dearly  beloved,  avenge  not  your- 
selves ;  but  rather  give  place  to  wrath :  for  it  is  written,  Ven- 
geance is  mine ;  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord.  Be  not  overcome 
of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good.  Let  us  follow  after  the 
things  which  make  for  peace.  We  that  are  strong,  should  bear 
the  infirmities  of  the  weak.  Let  every  one  of  us  please  his 
neighbor,  for  his  good  to  edification  ;  for  even  Christ  pleased  not 
himself.     In  malice  be  ye  children,  but  in  understanding  men. 
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Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be  strong. 
Let  all  things  be  done  with  charity.  Let  not  the  sun  go  down 
upon  your  wrath ;  neither  give  place  to  the  devil.  Let  all  bitter. 
ness,  and  wrath,  and  clamor,  and  evil-speaking,  be  put  away  from 
you,  with  all  malice,  and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender- 
hearted, forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God,  for  Christ's  sake, 
hath  forgiven  you.  See  that  ye  walk  circumspectly,  not  as  fools, 
but  as  wise,  redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil. 
Wherefore  be  ye  not  unwise ;  but  understanding  what  the  will  of 
the  Lord  is;  and  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily  as  to  the  Lord, 
and  not  unto  man.  Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  same, 
with  thanksgiving.  Finally,  my  brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God, 
that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil." 

These  admonitions  were  written  for  our  learning,  that  we  might 
seek  to  become  blameless  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God  without 
rebuke,  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  nation,  not  seek- 
ing our  own,  but  the  things  which  are  Jesus  Christ's ;  doing  all 
things  without  murmurings  and  disputings;  holding  forth  the 
word  of  life,  all  walking  by  the  same  rule,  and  minding  the  same 
things,  rejoicing  in  the  Lord.  And  if  we  take  not  heed  thereto, 
what  will  all  our  professions  avail  us  ?  will  not  our  condemnation 
be  the  greater  for  our  pretensions,  if,  while  we  profess  the  self- 
denying  religion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  we  are 
seeking  our  own  wills  and  following  our  own  ways,  which,  through 
the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  may  be  made  to  appear  right  in  our  own 
eyes  ?  "  There  is  a  way  that  seemeth  right  to  a  man,  but  the 
end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death." 

If  we  would  be  instrumental  in  staying  the  overflowing  scourge, 
which  is  now  threatening  the  devastation  of  the  church,  let  us  re- 
sort to  the  strong  hold  of  power ;  to  the  might  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  inner  man,  that  we  "  may  be  able  to  comprehend  what  is  the 
length,  and  breadth,  and  depth,  and  height,  of  the  love  of  Christ, 
which  passeth  knowledge,  and  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God,  who  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly,  above  all  that  we 
ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us ;  that 
unto  him  may  be  glory  in  the  church  by  Jesus  Christ."  "  I,  there- 
fore, the  prisoner  of  the  Lord,  beseech  you,"  saith  the  apostle, 
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"  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called, 
with  all  lowliness  and  meekness,  with  long-suffering,  forbearing 
one  another  in  love  :  endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace,  for,"  saith  he,  "there  is  one  body,  and  one 
Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling ;  one 
God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in 
you  all." 

In  the  love  of  Christ,  we  are  as  one  family,  but  by  the  spirit 
of  the  world  we  are  divided,  through  the  love  of  masteries  and 
dominion,  by  which  the  holy  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved.  There 
are  many  excuses  for  the  haste  of  inordinate  zeal,  and  the  bitter- 
ness of  an  accusing,  denunciatory,  and  criminating  spirit,  as  though 
he  who  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  was  not  able  to  effect 
his  own  purposes,  by  his  own  means,  and  in  his  own  way  and  time. 
All  those  who  have  tasted  of  the  bitterness  of  this  judging  and 
condemning  spirit,  and  of  the  wrath  of  God  revealed  against 
those  who  are  seduced  thereby — into  clamor,  contention,  and 
strife;  and  from  thence  into  evil  watching,  cruel  jealousy,  and 
hateful  detraction,  and  backbiting — can  testify  for  God,  that  he 
is  just,  and  will  confound  all  the  enemies  of  that  foundation 
whereupon  the  church  of  Christ  is  built,  and  will  stand  forever ; 
"  against  which,  the  gates  of  hell  shall  never  be  able  to  prevail." 

Let  us,  beloved  friends,  seek  for  ability  to  resist  all  the  temp- 
tations of  the  evil  one,  by  which  he  is  seeking  to  draw  us  aside 
from  the  path  of  wisdom  and  self-denial,  lest  we  become  like 
those  of  whom  it  was  declared  :  "  They  are  all  grievous  revolters, 
walking  with  slanders;  they  are  all  corrupters.  Reprobate 
silver,  shall  men  call  them,  because  the  Lord  hath  rejected  them." 
"  Hear,  0,  earth ;  behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  people,  even 
the  fruit  of  their  thoughts,  because  they  have  not  hearkened  unto 
my  words,  nor  to  my  law,  but  rejected  it.  Your  burnt-offerings 
are  not  acceptable,  nor  your  sacrifices  sweet  unto  me.  There- 
fore, behold,  I  will  lay  stumbling-blocks  before  this  people,  and 
the  fathers  and  the  sons  together  shall  fall  upon  them."  But 
in  judgment  the  Lord  remembered  mercy,  and  sent  his  prophet 
to  declare  these  words  unto  them :  "  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
all  ye  of  Judah,  that  enter  in  at  these  gates  to  worship  the  Lord. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel.     Amend  your 
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ways  and  your  doings,  and  I  will  cause  you  to  dwell  in  this  place. 
Trust  ye  not  in  lying  words,  saying :  The  temple  of  the  Lord, 
The  temple  of  the  Lord,  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  are  these. 
Will  ye  swear  falsely,  and  burn  incense  unto  Baal,  and  walk  after 
other  gods,  whom  ye  know  not :  and  come  and  stand  before  me 
in  this  house,  which  is  called  by  my  name,  and  say,  We  are  de- 
livered to  do  these  abominations  ?  Is  this  house,  which  is  called 
by  my  name,  become  a  den  of  robbers  in  your  eyes  ?  Behold, 
even  I  have  seen  it,  saith  the  Lord.  And  now  because  ye  have 
done  these  works,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  cast  you  out  of  my  sight, 
as  I  have  cast  all  your  brethren,  even  the  whole  seed  of  Ephraim. 
This  thing  commanded  I  your  fathers,  saying,  Obey  my  voice, 
and  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall  be  my  people ;  and  walk  ye 
in  all  the  ways  I  have  commanded  you,  that  it  may  be  well  unto 
you.  But  they  hearkened  not,  nor  inclined  their  ear,  but  walked 
in  the  counsels,  and  in  the  imagination  of  their  evil  heart,  and 
went  backward,  and  not  forward.  Therefore,  Behold,  I  will  feed 
them,  even  this  people,  with  wormwood,  and  give  them  the  water 
of  gall  to  drink.  I  will  scatter  them  also  among  the  heathen, 
whom  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  have  known." 

Let  us  then,  dear  Friends,  seek  unto  the  Lord  with  weeping 
and  supplication,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  deliver  us  from  the 
danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  by  an  unsanctified  zeal,  as  well 
as  by  an  unholy  indifference,  for  the  truth  of  our  profession  does 
not  lead  into  extremes,  but  into  the  consistency  and  harmony  of  a 
peaceful  unity,  where  the  spirit  of  resignation  is  found,  to  do  or  to 
suffer,  for  the  good,  even  of  those  who  have  gone  astray  in  either 
doctrine  or  practice;  making  straight  steps  for  our  feet,  lest  that 
which  is  lame  be  turned  out  of  the  way,  and  the  complaint  made 
against  the  unfaithful  shepherds  of  Israel,  become  applicable  to  us. 
"  The  diseased  have  ye  not  strengthened,  neither  have  ye  healed  that 
which  was  sick,  neither  have  ye  bound  up  that  which  was  broken, 
neither  have  ye  brought  again  that  which  was  driven  away, 
neither  have  ye  sought  that  which  was  lost ;  but  with  force  and 
with  cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them.  My  flock  was  scattered  upon 
all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  none  did  search  or  seek  after  them. 
Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  them :  Behold  I,  even  I, 
will  judge.     Because  ye  have  thrust  with  side  and  with  shoulder, 
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and  pushed  all  the  diseased  with  your  horns,  till  ye  have  scat- 
tered them  abroad ;  therefore  will  I  save  my  flock,  and  they  shall 
no  more  be  a  prey.  I  will  set  one  shepherd  over  them,  and  he 
shall  feed  them,  and  I,  the  Lord,  will  be  their  God.  I  will  seek 
out  my  sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  places,  where  they 
have  been  scattered,  in  the  dark  and  cloudy  day." 

"He  that  is  most  in  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  most 
sensible  of  the  hurt  of  others,  and  most  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  their  wounds;  not  slightly  passing  by,v  like  the 
priest  and  Levite :  but  mercifully  pitying  and  healing,  like  the 
good  Samaritan;  and  he  who  feeds  the  lambs  and  hurts  them 
not,  must  himself  be  conformable  to  Christ,  who  is  holy  and 
harmless,  and  separate  from  defilement,  and  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  their  infirmities ;  having  shoulders  to  carry  the  lame, 
as  well  as  a  tongue  to  direct  the  ignorant ;  and  arms  to  bear 
up  the  weary,  as  well  as  feet  to  go  before  them  in  example. 
One  ought  to  feed  the  lambs,  as  a  testimony  of  his  own  love  to 
the  Father;  and  wash  their  feet,  as  an  example  of  humility;  not 
seeking  honor,  lest  he  be  infected  with  lordliness  thereby ;  and  so 
by  seeking  pre-eminence,  by  eldership,  or  some  other  outward 
thing,  hurt  the  lambs,  and  stop  the  simplicity  that  otherwise 
would  have  had  them  highly  in  esteem,  for  their  work's  sake,  in 
the  power.  Thus,  would  the  other  members  be  made  more  sen- 
sible of  the  benefit  of  patience,  and  long-suffering,  and  see  from 
whence  that  springs  that  would  limit  unto  seven  times,  and  how 
short  it  is  of  the  fulness  of  mercy  itself,  that  is  unlimited,  but 
binds  the  limiting  spirit,  unto  the  perfecting  of  the  praises  of  the 
God  of  everlasting  goodness  and  mercy,  so  that  the  wiles  of  the 
enemy  will  be  prevented,  and  the  body  preserved  in  unity,  and 
edify  itself  in  love ;  and  hereby  will  the  world  be  convinced,  that 
we  are  the  disciples  of  Christ,  and  have  learned  to  love  one 
another.  Let  no  harshness  to,  or  judging  of  one  another  be 
found  among  us,  but  if  anything  that  is  evil  spring  up  in  the 
garden,  let  it  soon  be  weeded  out,  by  the  care  of  the  owner.  But 
when  thou  seest  it,  either  in  thy  own  or  thy  neighbor's  garden, 
let  not  anger  or  fretting  boil  in  thee  against  it,  but  wait  for  skill 
and  power  to  pluck  it  up.     Do  it  not  in  haste,  or  wrath,  lest  thou 
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nip  the  top  only,  leaving  the  root  in  the  ground  to  spread  more, 
and  do  greater  mischief." 

"  Let  him  that  stands,  take  heed  lest  he  fall ;  and  in  the  howels 
of  pity,  mourn  over  and  wait  for  the  restoring  of  him  that  is 
fallen.  That  which  is  so  apt  to  be  offended  is  the  same  with  that 
which  falls.  0,  do  not  reason  in  the  high-mindedness  against 
any  that  turn  aside  from  the  pure  Guide :  but  fear,  lest  the  un- 
believing and  fleshly  wise  part  get  up  in  thee  also. 

"  Anything  of  the  man's  spirit,  of  the  man's  wisdom,  of  the 
man's  will,  not  bowed  down,  and  brought  into  subjection,  and  so 
not  coming  forth  in  and  under  the  authority  and  guidance  of  life, 
in  this  is  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  division  ;  yea,  the  very  know- 
ledge of  truth,  and  holding  of  it  forth  by  the  man's  wisdom, 
and  in  his  will,  out  of  the  movings  and  power  of  the  life,  brings  a 
damp  upon  the  life,  and  interrupts  the  unity;  for  the  life  in 
others,  cannot  unite  with  this  in  spirit,  though  it  may  own  the 
words  to  be  true.  If  every  one  did  eye  the  Lord,  subject  to  the 
Lord,  answer  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  their  own  hearts, 
though  the  forms  in  the  school  of  Christ  be  higher  or  lower,  the 
lessons  different,  and  the  practices  answerable,  yet  every  one 
minding  his  own  place  and  lesson,  and  performing  his  own  pecu- 
liar service,  the  spiritual  would  be  delighted  therewith.  And  those 
that  are  of  the  true  seed,  and  birth,  do  know,  own,  and  love  one 
another,  in  their  several  places,  and  different  performances  to  their 
Master,  to  whom  they  are  to  give  an  account ;  and  do  not  quarrel 
with  one  another  about  their  different  performances. 

"  And  unity  in  the  life,  is  the  ground  of  true  brotherly  love 
and  fellowship.  Not  that  another  man  walks  just  as  I  do  ;  but 
though  he  be  weaker  or  stronger,  yet  he  walks  by  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  light,  and  is  felt  in  the  same  Spirit  of  life,  which  guideth 
both  the  weak  and  the  strong,  in  their  several  ranks,  order,  and 
proper  way  and  place  of  subjection,  to  that  one  Spirit  of  life  and 
truth  which  all  are  to  be  subjected  to.  Nay,  he  that  is  truly 
spiritual,  and  strong  in  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  cannot 
desire  that  the  weak  should  walk  just  as  he  does  ;  but  only  as 
they  are  strengthened,  taught,  and  led  thereunto  by  the  same 
Spirit  that  strengthened,  taught,  and  led  him.  Let  all  strive  to 
excel  in  tenderness,  and  in  long-suffering,  and  to  be  kept  out  of 
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tions concerning  anything  relating  to  one  another.  Oh !  this  is 
unworthy  to  be  found  in  Israelites  towards  an  Egyptian ;  but  ex- 
ceeding shameful,  and  inexcusable  to  be  found  in  one  brother  to- 
wards another.  How  many  weaknesses  doth  the  Lord  pass  by  in 
us  !  How  ready  is  he  to  interpret  everything  well  concerning  his 
disciples,  that  may  bear  a  good  interpretation.  '  The  spirit  is 
willing,'  saith  he,  'but  the  flesh  is  weak.'  When  they  had  been  all 
scattered  from  him,  upon  his  death,  he  did  not  afterwards  upbraid 
them  ;  but  sweetly  gathered  them  again.  0,  dear  friends  !  have 
we  received  the  same  life  of  sweetness  ?  Let  us  bring  forth  the 
same  sweet  fruits,  being  ready  to  excuse,  and  to  receive  what 
may  tend  towards  the  excuse  of  another,  in  any  doubtful  case ; 
and  where  there  is  any  evil  manifest,  wait,  oh  !  wait  to  overcome 
it  with  good.  Oh !  let  us  not  spend  the  strength  of  our  spirits 
in  crying  out  of  one  another  because  of  evil ;  but  watch  and  wait 
where  the  mercy  and  healing  virtue  will  please  to  arise.  Keep 
to  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  and  then  that  implacable  dis- 
position would  be  removed,  which  insists  upon  whatever  it  thinks 
right,  saying,  I  will  have  rigid  justice  :  I  will  be  paid  to  the  utter- 
most farthing,  and  not  giving  up  anything  for  peace  sake.  It  is 
much  to  be  desired,  that  all  such  feelings  might  not  have  any 
place,  and  that  none  might  give  way  to  such  a  spirit  of  resent- 
ment, but  be  willing  to  suffer  and  be  losers,  rather  than  to  con- 
tend :  this  is  the  true  way  to  live  in  peace." 

"  It  is  an  unspeakable  blessing,  that  events  are  not  left  to  the 
choice  of  beings  who,  from  their  blindness,  would  seldom  fail  to 
choose  amiss.  He  in  whose  hands  we  are,  is  too  good  and  loves 
us  too  well  to  trust  us  with  ourselves.  He  knows  that  we  will 
not  contradict  our  own  inclinations,  that  we  will  not  impose  on 
ourselves  anything  unpleasant ;  that  we  will  not  inflict  on  ourselves 
any  voluntary  pain,  however  necessary  the  infliction,  however 
salutary  the  effect.  God  graciously  does  this  for  us  himself,  or 
he  knows  it  would  never  be  done. 

"  Godly  sorrow  strips  men  of  all  false  rests  and  comforts,  makes 
them  poor  in  spirit,  empty  of  themselves,  Wanting  the  comfort  of 
the  light,  life,  and  power  of  Jesus  to  support  and  sustain  them ; 
yet  as  they  steadfastly  walk  in  that  measure  they  have,  the  atone- 
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ment  of  the  blood  is  felt,  and  it  cleanseth  them  from  all  un- 
righteousness, and  makes  them  pure  in  heart.  And  in  this  con- 
dition, no  food  will  serve  their  turn,  but  righteousness  :  after  this 
they  hunger  and  thirst  more  than  for  the  bread  that  perisheth. 
They  are  full  of  meekness  and  mercy  ;  making  peace  and  pro- 
moting concord  wherever  they  come.  For  being  themselves  re- 
conciled to  God,  they  endeavor  to  reconcile  all  men  unto  God 
and  one  to  another :  submitting  all  worldly  considerations  to  this 
incomparable  peace,  that  passeth  all  human  understanding. 

"  Let  us  bring  it  home  to  our  consciences  and  deal  faithfully 
with  ourselves.  Do  we  know  this  holy  mourning,  this  godly  sor- 
row ?  Are  we  poor  in  spirit  indeed  ?  Not  self  conceited,  but  hum- 
ble, meek,  and  lowly  in  heart,  like  Him  that  bid  us  do  so.  Are 
we  merciful,  tender-hearted,  lovers  of  peace  more  than  lovers  of 
ourselves,  persecuted,  rather  than  persecutors,  such  as  receive 
stripes  for  Christ's  sake,  and  not  those  that  beat  our  fellow-ser- 
vants ?  No  man  has  true  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  is  not  ac- 
quainted with  these  blessed  qualifications.  This  is  Christ's  doc- 
trine :  and  to  believe  in  him,  is  to  obey  it  and  be  like  him. 

"  What  are  the  virtues  which  Christ  chiefly  taught  by  (his 
precepts)  ?  What  were  the  graces  he  most  recommended  by  his  ex- 
ample ?  Self-denial,  mortification,  patience,  long-suffering,  the  re- 
nouncing of  ease  and  the  contempt  of  pleasure.  These  are  the 
marks  which  have  ever,  since  its  first  appearance,  distinguished 
Christianity  from  all  the  religions  of  the  world.  The  Christian's 
trials  do  not  all  spring  from  without.  His  bosom  foe  is  his  most  un- 
yielding enemy.  Instead  of  fighting  a  foreign  enemy,  he  turns 
his  arms  against  himself.     The  foe  he  combats  is  his  own  heart. 

"  Overlooking  the  thousand  pressing  calamities  within  his  own 
sphere,  and  to  the  relief  of  which  no  celebrity  would  attach,  the 
knight-errant  of  party,  on  the  contrary,  buckles  on  his  armor  and 
sallies  forth  in  quest  of  a  stray  misery.  He  hunts  for  it  with  an 
assiduity,  he  exposes  it  with  a  zeal  which  might  be  mistaken  for 
philanthrophy,  did  we  not  know  that  this  officious  redresser  of  pri- 
vate wrongs  has  a  public  end  to  answer.  He  does  not  bind  up 
the  wounds  and  pour  oil  and  wine  into  them,  but  converts  them 
into  a  plausible  vehicle  to  discredit  the  opposite  party,  whom  he 
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makes  responsible  for  sufferings,  of  which  they  never  heard,  and 
sometimes  for  sufferings  which  never  existed. 

"  God  has  always  the  means  of  punishment  as  well  as  of  par- 
don in  his  own  hands.  But  to  punish  just  at  the  moment  where 
we  would  hurl  the  bolt,  might  break  in  on  a  scheme  of  providence 
of  wide  extent  and  indefinite  consequences.  Let  us  not  be  impa- 
tient to  accomplish  a  sentence  which  Infinite  Justice  sees  it  right 
to  defer.  Let  us  think  more  of  restraining  our  vindictive  tem- 
pers, than  of  precipitating  the  destruction  of  offenders.  They 
may  yet  repent  of  the  wrongs  they  are  perpetrating.  God  may 
still  by  some  scheme,  intricate  and  unintelligible  to  us,  pardon 
the  sin  which  we  think  exceeds  the  limits  even  of  his  mercy. 

"  But  we  contrive  to  make  revenge  itself  look  like  religion. 
We  call  down  thunder  on  many  a  head,  under  pretence  that  those 
on  whom  we  invoke  it  are  God's  enemies,  when  perhaps  we  in- 
voke it  because  they  are  ours.  But  though  they  may  go  on  with 
a  full  tide  of  prosperity  to  the  end,  will  it  not  cure  our  impatience 
that  that  end  must  come  ?  will  it  not  satisfy  us  that  they  must 
die,  that  they  must  come  to  judgment.  Which  is  to  be  envied, 
the  afflicted  Christian  who  dies,  and  his  brief  sorrows  have  a  period, 
or  he  who  closes  a  prosperous  life,  and  enters  on  a  miserable 
eternity  ?  The  one  has  nothing  to  fear,  if  the  promises  of  the 
Gospel  be  true ;  the  other  nothing  to  hope,  if  they  be  not  false. 
Is  that  man  to  be  envied,  whose  security  depends  on  their  false- 
hood ? 

"  If  we  put  the  inward  consolation  derived  from  communion 
with  God,  the  humble  confidence  of  prayer,  the  devout  trust  in 
Divine  protection,  if  we  place  these  feelings  in  the  opposite  scale, 
with  all  unjust  power  ever  bestowed,  or  guilty  wealth  ever  pos- 
sessed, we  shall  have  no  hesitation  in  deciding  on  which  side  even 
present  happiness  lies.  There  is  something  infinitely  soothing 
and  tranquilizing  to  the  feelings  of  a  Christian  to  know  that 
he  has  nothing  to  do  with  events,  but  to  submit  to  them ;  that  he 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  revolutions  of  life,  but  to  acquiesce  in 
them,  as  the  dispensations  of  Eternal  Wisdom ;  that  he  has  not  to 
take  the  management  out  of  the  hands  of  Providence,  but  submis- 
sively to  follow  the  Divine  leading. 
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"  The  quiet  acquiescence  of  the  heart,  the  annihilation  of  the 
will  under  actual  circumstances,  be  the  trial  great  or  small,  is 
more  acceptable  to  God,  more  indicative  of  true  piety,  than  the 
strongest  resolutions  of  firm  action  and  deep  submission  under 
the  most  trying  unborn  events ;  for,  '  sufficient  unto  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof,  and  as  our  day  is  so  shall  our  strength  be.'  In  the 
remote  case,  it  is  the  imagination  which  submits ;  in  the  actual 
case,  it  is  the  will. 

"  We  are  too  ready  to  imagine  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
serving  God  but  by  active  exertions ;  exertions  which  are  often 
made  because  they  indulge  our  natural  taste,  and  gratify  our  own 
inclinations."  We  behold  perhaps  a  single  and  glaring  error, 
which  is  offensive  to  many  who  do  not  feel  themselves  called  or 
qualified  to  attack  or  oppose  it,  in  any  other  way  than  by  refrain- 
ing from  a  participation  in  its  support.  This  silent,  but  effectual 
testimony,  is  despised  by  the  self-sufficient  and  presuming,  who 
are  willing  to  sacrifice  the  peace  and  harmony  of  society  to  the 
gratification  of  their  own  wills,  either  by  resisting  or  supporting 
error,  in  the  vindictiveness  and  perversity  of  the  natural  will. 

"  The  religion  which  mixes  with  human  passion,  and  is  set  on 
fire  by  them,  will  make  a  stronger  blaze  than  the  light  which  is 
from  above,  which  sheds  a  steady  but  lasting  brightness  on  the 
path,  and  communicates  a  sober  but  durable  warmth  to  the  heart. 
Flaming  professors  believe  a  burning  zeal  to  be  the  exclusive 
grace,"  and  therefore  rejector  slightly  esteem  the  declaration  of  the 
apostle  that  of  these  three,  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  the  latter  is 
the  greatest,  it  being  "the  end  of  the  commandment  out  of 
a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  unfeigned ; 
from  which  some  having  swerved  have  turned  aside  unto  vain 
jangling,  desiring  to  be  teachers  of  the  law,  understanding  neither 
what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm." 

This  zeal  without  knowledge,  leads  into  a  partial  spirit,  as  it 
respects  both  persons  and  religious  testimonies,  so  that  either 
Paul  or  Apollos,  this  testimony  or  that,  is  found  to  usurp  the 
place  which  should  be  occupied  by  a  desire  for  the  promotion  of 
universal  righteousness,  without  respect  of  persons,  or  the  support 
of  a  single  testimony,  to  the  exclusion  or  perversion  of  others. 
Let  it  not  be  said  unto  us,  as  unto  a  people  formerly,  '  Ye  are  de- 
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parted  out  of  the  way,  ye  have  caused  many  to  stumble  at  the 
law ;  therefore  have  I  also  made  you  contemptible  and  base 
before  all  the  people,  according  as  ye  have  not  kept  my  ways, 
but  have  been  partial  in  the  law." 

The  following  observations  seem  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
present  state  of  things  amongst  us,  though  written  at  an  earlier 
period.  "  There  are  few  revivals  of  religion  in  this  country ; 
some  forms  of  iniquity  have  gained  great  power,  and  are  gaining 
greater.  In  many  places  the  spirit  of  controversy  has  consumed 
the  spirit  of  piety.  In  others,  the  spirit  of  worldliness  has 
gained  a  mournful  pre-eminence,  and  thousands  are  led  captive  by 
it." 

%" '  Then  let  us  sound  the  loud  voice  of  alarm,'  say  certain  of 
the  disciples.  'Let  us  send  the  rebuke  of  her  sloth  through  all 
the  borders  of  Zion ;  let  us  sanctify  a  fast ;  let  us  call  a  solemn 
assembly ;  let  us  awake  the  watchmen  of  Zion,  for  they  are  slum- 
berers  too ;  let  us  make  a  great,  a  united  effort ;  let  the  whole 
kingdom  of  God  be  addressed  ;  let  us  say  to  the  North,  Give  up, 
and  the  South,  Keep  not  back.' 

"  Far  be  it  from  us  to  quench  in  any  degree  the  spirit  of  sym- 
pathy in  the  declension  and  desolation  of  Zion.  Therefore  we 
take  no  exceptions  to  the  language  we  have  quoted ;  but  we 
would,  in  the  spirit  of  the  sincerest  Christian  kindness,  point  such 
as  use  it,  to  another  consideration." 

"  There  may  be  those  who  cry,  '  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,'  who  nevertheless  are  not  themselves  living 
stones,  in  that  spiritual  building.  We  have  seen  sympathy  spread 
over  the  moral  wastes  of  half  a  continent,  while  the  whole  energy 
of  it  was  needed  on  the  spiritual  desert  of  the  owner  s  heart.  We 
have  seen  the  whole  church  the  object  of  apparently  the  sincerest 
pity,  and  the  grayest  rebuke,  while  that  pity  would  have  been 
well  spent  in  mourning  our  personal  deficiencies,  and  every  wea- 
pon of  denunciation  found  a  fair  mark  in  sins  at  home.  And 
more,  it  does  not  require  a  thousandth  part  of  the  moral  energy 
and  self-denial,  to  raise  the  loud  voice  of  reproach  at  the  sins  of 
the  church,  or  of  individuals,  that  is  required  to  quench  only  one 
of  the  minor  evil  passions  of  one's  own  heart.  We  may  boldly 
point  our  artillery  at   the  errors  which  surround  us,  while  we 
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have  not  the  moral  courage  to  strike  one  energetic  blow  at  the 
sinful  principles  within  us.  There  is  something  exciting  in  giv- 
ing one  to  another  the  cry  of  '  Onward  !'  while  there  is  so  noble  a 
mark  as  the  sins  of  the  church  or  of  the  nation.  But  one's  indi- 
vidual deficiencies  of  character,  0,  this  is  small  game. 

"  Now,  disciples  of  Christ,  we  strike  not  at  any  tender  concern 
you  may  feel  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  church.  We  care  not 
how  broad  are  your  sympathies ;  we  rejoice  in  the  depth  and 
strength  of  your  emotions  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Zion,  in 
her  whole  extent.  But  we  do  caution  you,  to  beware  of  being 
drawn,  by  any  object  whatever,  even  Zion's  welfare,  from  the 
spiritual  care  of  your  own  minds.  While  you  mourn  over  desola- 
tion elsewhere,  see  to  it  that  your  own  soul  is  not  a  moral  waste. 
Let  not  care  for  the  church  consume  those  energies  which  the 
culture  of  our  hearts  demands.  Zion's  present  weakness,  and  tar- 
nished honor,  is  owing  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  to  the  neglect 
of  personal  holiness.  Your  zeal  has  no  good  foundation  ;  indeed 
is  not  a  spiritual  reality,  but  a  shadow  only,  if  it  be  not  based  on 
a  well-kept  heart,  if  it  does  not  originate  in  a  soul  animated  with 
the  holy  principles  of  the  Gospel." 

11  This,  then,  is  the  point  and  bearing  of  our  present  appeal. 
Let  the  present  state  of  the  church  awaken  your  anxieties,  that 
your  own  vineyards,  at  least,  shall  be  well  kept.  If  tares  have 
started  and  are  luxuriant  in  any  other  field,  let  there  be  at  least 
one  from  which  they  shall  be  expelled,  even  to  the  last  of  their 
number.  If  the  slumberers  in  Zion  have  become  a  mighty  multi- 
tude, let  there  be  one  soldier  of  the  cross,  firm  and  true,  and  be 
that  honor  yours." 

While  there  is  no  cause,  however  good,  that  may  not  be  advo- 
cated in  an  unenlightened  and  unauthorized  zeal,  and  no  error, 
however  great,  that  may  not  find  either  wilful  or  ignorant  abet- 
tors, it  is  no  evidence  against  the  truth  itself,  that  some  may  have 
espoused  its  cause  in  their  own  wills,  and  therefore  have  not  been 
crowned ;  and  no  justification  of  the  countenance  and  support  of 
error,  that  some  may  have  missed  their  way  by  leaning  to  their 
own  understandings  in  defence  of  what  is  just  and  true.  And  if 
in  our  search  after  truth  we  allow  our  view  of  the  truth  itself  to 
be  confounded  with  the  inconsistency  of  its  unqualified  advocates, 
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oar  sight  will  remain  dim,  and  our  judgment  biased.  But  by 
keeping  a  single  eye  to  the  manifestation  of  Light  in  ourselves, 
we  shall  be  favored  with  clearness  of  vision,  and  enabled  to  judge 
righteous  judgment.  Therefore,  if  we  are  the  children  of  the 
light,  let  us  walk  in  the  light,  waiting  patiently  for  the  dawning 
of  the  day,  and  the  arising  of  the  day-star  in  our  hearts  ;  judging 
nothing  before  the  time,  when  He  shall  come  who  bringeth  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  maketh  manifest  the 
secrets  of  the  heart. 

"If  we  maintain  a  just  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  our  judg- 
ments, and  the  deficiency  of  our  own  conduct  when  tried  by  a 
standard  of  perfection  and  purity,  we  shall  be  cautious  of  judg- 
ing the  errors  and  failings  of  others  with  severity.  If  we  would 
avoid,  not  only  the  risk  of  detriment  to  the  church,  but  the  cer- 
tainty of  condemnation  to  ourselves,  '  lest,  after  having  preached 
unto  others,  we  should  ourselves  be  cast  away,'  we  must  not  too 
hastily  reckon  ourselves  safe  in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  but 
must  make  it  a  matter  of  anxious  care  in  our  defence  of  that 
cause,  to  '  let  that  mind  be  in  us  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,' 
and  to  conform,  not  only  our  faith  to  the  doctrines  of  his  religion, 
but  also  our  tempers  to  its  spirit. 

"  Times  of  trial  let  us  know  ourselves, — they  teach  us  what  we 
are.  They  do  not  so  much  make  us  bad,  perhaps,  as  show  us 
what  bad  things  are  still  within  us.  Many  people,  when  they  do 
wrong  in  times  of  trial,  speak  as  if  the  trial  was  the  cause  of  the 
wrong  which  they  do  ;  whereas,  the  trial  does  no  more,  perhaps, 
than  bring  out  to  light  the  evils  that  were  previously  existing  in 
the  soul.  It  would  be  well  for  people,  when  they  find  themselves, 
in  times  of  excitement  and  persecution,  carried  away  by  anger 
and  resentment,  if,  instead  of  throwing  the  blame  on  the  events 
and  circumstances,  they  would  take  the  blame  home  to  them- 
selves, and  suspect  the  state  of  their  souls.  We  have  no  right 
to  reckon  ourselves  any  better  than  we  prove  to  be  in  times  of 
trial.  We  must  reckon  ourselves  to  have  just  so  much  religion  as 
we  exhibit  in  the  hour  of  trial.  If  we  do  right  no  longer  than 
while  all  things  around  us  go  on  pleasantly,  we  have  no  right  to 
reckon  ourselves  to  have  any  religion  at  all.  If  we  are  good- 
tempered  only  so  long  as  no  one  injures  or  insults  us, — if  we  are 
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calm  and  kind  only  so  long  as  we  are  allowed  to  go  on  without 
contradiction,  persecution,  or  disappointment,  we  have  no  right  to 
reckon  ourselves  good-tempered  or  patient,  or  kind,  or  calm  at 
all. 

"  Though  discouragement  at  times  may  be  our  portion,  as  we 
view  the  desolating  spirit  of  the  world,  and  of  iniquity  within  the 
borders  of  the  church,  with  their  scattering  and  paralyzing  ten- 
dencies, and  many  are  ready  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  Prophet 
individually,  <  Lord,  they  have  killed  thy  prophets,  and  digged 
down  thine  altars,  and  I  am  left  alone,  and  they  seek  my  life,' 
yet  we  may  remember  the  comforting  answer  which  spoke  en- 
couragement at  this  trying  juncture  :  '  I  have  reserved  to  myself 
seven  thousand  men  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  image 
of  Baal.'  The  compassion  of  our  Heavenly  Father  now,  is  as 
great,  and  his  guardian  protection  as  perfect  and  sure,  as  in 
former  ages- — his  mercy  is  still  hovering  about  us,  and  as  we 
dwell  chaste  in  our  love  to  him,  and  refuse  to  bow  before  the  works 
of  men's  hands,  there  will  be,  as  there  ever  has  been,  times  of 
rejoicing,  after  seasons  of  captivity  and  suffering.  Only  let  us 
keep  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lamb,  "  forbearing  one  another  in  love, 
and  maintaining  our  zeal  with  charity,  then  he  will  work  in  us 
and  for  us,  until,  through  him,  we  become  more  than  conquerors," 
even  the  possessors  of  that  good  and  promised  land,  where  we 
can  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pasture,  and  none  shall  be  able  to 
harm  or  make  afraid. 

No  desirable  point  was  ever  gained  by  letting  in  the  feeling  of 
discouragement,  on  account  of  trials  or  difficulties ;  for  it  is  when 
these  prevail  that  we  need  the  whole  armor  of  God,  and  if  we 
faint  in  our  minds,  we  shall  surely  be  overcome,  for  the  promise 
is,  that  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.  It  is  one  of  the  subtle 
stratagems  of  our  unwearied  enemy,  when  he  cannot  exalt  us 
above  measure,  to  endeavor,  as  it  were,  to  cast  us  down  below 
hope ;  but  the  Lord  will  lift  up  a  standard  against  him,  as  we 
endeavor,  through  heights  and  depths,  to  cleave  unto  Him,  for  he 
has  promised  that  he  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for  the  sake  of 
such  as  these. 

The  difficulties  and  dangers  by  which  we  are  surrounded  may 
well  occasion  sorrow  of  heart,  but  instead  of  causing  our  hands 
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to  hang  down,  or  our  hearts  to  faint  or  grow  weary,  they  should 
animate  us  to  renewed  endeavors  to  surmount  them,  hy  the  help 
which  will  assuredly  be  vouchsafed  to  those  who,  in  sincerity  and 
earnestness  of  soul,  continue  to  ask  and  seek  for  it ;  for  greater 
is  He  that  is  in  us,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world,  however  much  at 
times  his  power  may  be  magnified  in  our  view,  defying,  as  it  were, 
the  armies  of  Israel.  As  our  trust  is  in  the  arm  of  Almighty 
power,  "  one  shall  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  put  ten  thousand  to 
flight,"  for  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  was  never  foiled  in  battle, 
or  beaten  in  the  field.  But  it  is  for  want  of  an  abiding  faith  in 
Him  that  our  hands  are  weakened,  and  the  testimony  of  the  Spirit 
is  suffered  to  be  disregarded  and  lost,  so  that  we  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, as  very  dwarfs  in  religious  growth  and  experience,  and 
are  made  to  realize  the  woe  pronounced  upon  those  whose  con- 
fidence is  in  man.  While  we  desire  the  end  of  a  faithful  trust 
in  God,  we  reject  the  provided  means  whereby  it  maybe  obtained, 
and  after  trying  every  expedient  of  our  own,  to  secure  the  pearl 
of  great  price,  we  are  too  liable  to  settle  down  into  dismay,  as 
though  we  had  nothing  to  trust  to  beyond  ourselves,  or  the  help 
of  our  friends. 

But  "  the  Lord's  arm  is  not  shortened,  that  it  cannot  save, 
neither  is  his  ear  grown  heavy,  that  he  cannot  hear;"  but  our  cries 
are  not  unto  him  for  help,  as  our  trust  is  the  mountain  of  Samaria, 
our  high  profession,  and  the  might  of  our  own  wisdom  and 
power.  But  what  will  profession  without  principle,  faith  without 
works,  or  unsanctified  zeal  do  for  us  ?  or  what  can  we  expect  from 
anything  we  ourselves  can  do  ?  as  all  wisdom,  power,  and  strength 
are  in  and  from  him  who  is  declared  to  be  "  strength  in  weakness, 
riches  in  poverty,  and  a  present  help  in  the  needful  time."  His 
strength  is  made  perfect  in  our  weakness,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Apostle, "  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  strong. 
I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ,  who  helpeth  me ;"  and,  said 
our  worthy  forefather  in  the  truth,  "  We  are  nothing,  Christ  is 
all."  Let  no  man,  therefore,  think  more  highly  of  himself  than 
he  ought,  for  the  crown  of  pride  will  be  brought  low :  "  He  that 
exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased;"  but  if  any  man  will  follow 
me,  said  our  blessed  Redeemer,  "let  him  deny  himself,  and  take 
up  his  cross  daily." 
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When  borne  down  with  a  sense  of  our  own  short-comings  and 
backslidings,  or  of  the  sinfulness  of  those  about  us,  if  we  would 
seek  to  cast  our  burden  upon  the  Lord,  instead  of  applying  our 
hearts  to  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh,  he  would  sustain  us  according 
to  his  promise.  "Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evil-doers,  for  they 
shall  soon  be  cut  down  like  the  grass,  and  wither  as  the  green 
herb ;  but  they  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  as  a  tree  planted 
by  the  water,  whose  leaf  shall  not  wither,  and  whatsoever  they 
do  shall  prosper."  Unto  these  shall  be  given  "beauty  for  ashes, 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness,  the 
garment  of  praise."  If  our  own  finite  power  was  all  we  had  to 
rely  upon,  well  might  we  despair,  but  it  is  not  till  all  hope  from 
man  is  gone,  that  we  are  made  meet  for  the  kingdom  of  God, 
which  is  within  us,  and  here  is  our  Judge,  our  Lawgiver,  and  our 
King,  who  alone  can  save  us.  "  Know  ye  not  that  Christ  is  within 
you,  except  ye  be  reprobates." 

We  are  all  made  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling,  but  our 
election  is  only  made  sure  by  obedience  to  the  truth,  as  revealed 
in  the  secret  of  our  own  hearts,  where  he  who  is  our  Bishop  and 
King,  doth  reveal  himself  for  our  consolation,  help,  and  salvation, 
and  we  need  not  that  any  man  should  teach  us,  save  as  this 
anointing  teacheth,  which  is  truth,  and  no  lie ;  therefore,  he  ex- 
horteth,  "  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
believe  also  in  me  ;"  promising  that  "whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in 
my  name,  that  will  I  do.  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless.  Peace 
I  leave  with  you ;  my  peace  I  give  unto  you ;  not  as  the  world 
giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither 
let  it  be  afraid." 

By  looking  out  too  much  to  the  failings  of  those  around  us, 
the  hearts  of  many  have  been  turned  away  from  the  truth,  not 
considering  that  this  continues  forever  the  same,  whoever,  or  how 
many  soever,  may  forsake  it ;  but  it  will  be  found  that  the  errors 
of  others  will  never  excuse  our  own ;  for,  according  to  our  own 
deeds,  we  shall  be  judged  and  rewarded.  The  salvation  of  the 
soul  is  an  inward  work,  which  must  be  done  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, before  the  Lord ;  for  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  by  the  cross,  through  great  tribulation ;  and  the  promise  is,  to 
those  that  endure  to  the  end,  uye  shall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not." 
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"  Our  life  is  love,  and  peace,  and  tenderness,  and  bearing  with 
one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  and  not  laying  accusations 
one  against  another,  but  praying  one  for  another,  and  helping 
one  another  with  a  tender  hand,  if  there  has  been  any  slip  or  fall, 
and  waiting  till  the  Lord  give  sense  and  repentance,  if  any  be 
wanting.  0  !  wait  to  feel  this  spirit,  and  to  be  guided  to  walk 
in  this  spirit,  that  ye  may  walk  sweetly,  meekly,  tenderly,  peace- 
ably, and  lovingly  one  with  another.  And  then  ye  will  be  a 
praise  to  the  Lord,  and  anything  that  is,  or  hath  been,  or  may  be, 
amiss,  ye  will  come  over  in  the  true  dominion,  even  in  the  Lamb's 
dominion." 

It  is  the  tendency  of  inward  or  outward  controversy,  to  lead 
the  inexperienced  mind  to  a  looking  and  seeking  for  human  aid  and 
support,  when  our  sole  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  that  wisdom 
which  is  profitable  to  direct  in  all  things,  appertaining  to  our 
present  and  future  well-being ;  for  "  the  preparation  of  the  heart, 
and  the  answer  of  the  tongue,  are  from  the  Lord,"  so  that  we 
need  not  say  within  our  hearts,  "  who  shall  ascend  into  heaven, 
that  is,  to  bring  Christ  down,  or  who  shall  descend  unto  the  deep, 
that  is,  to  bring  him  up  from  thence ;  for  the  word  is  nigh  thee, 
even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart;"  and  this  is  the  word  of 
faith,  which  we  profess  to  "  preach"  and  to  follow.  Let  our  cry 
be  in  the  language  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly 
man  ceaseth,  and  the  faithful  fail  from  the  children  of  men." 

But  let  us  examine,  and  see  if,  for  want  of  true  and  living 
faith,  we  are  not,  in  the  language  of  conduct  saying,  "I  am  of 
Paul,  and  I  am  of  Apollos,"  and  thus  giving  evidence  that  we 
are  yet  carnal,  and  under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  not  yet 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  declaration,  that  though  the  right- 
eous may  be  in  the  land,  they  shall  deliver  but  their  own  souls  by 
their  righteousness.  No  man  can  redeem  his  brother ;  or  give  to 
God  a  ransom  for  his  soul,  but  we  have  each  and  every  one  a 
work  to  perform,  by  co-operating  with  the  Spirit  of  Grace, 
which  no  man  can  do  for  us.  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  ends  of  the 
earth,  and  be  saved,"  is  the  gracious  invitation  of  our  Divine 
Master,  who  is  the  only  true  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls ;  and 
all  the  efforts  of  our  grand  adversary  to  turn  our  attention  out- 
ward in  pursuit  of  visible  help,  are  directed  by  him  for  our  de- 
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struction ;  that  having  fixed  our  faith  upon  things  that  are  seen, 
he  may  rob  us  of  that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not 
seen,  and  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for. 

He  is  as  busy  as  ever  he  was,  in  seeking  to  exalt  our  minds 
above  the  simplicity  and  meekness  of  pure  wisdom,  and  how  is  it 
with  us?  Are  we  prepared  to  withstand  his  temptations,  and 
to  humble  ourselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  resolving  to 
serve  him  alone  ?  or,  are  we  not  rather  listening  to  the  voice  of 
Satan,  and  being  exalted  by  him  to  behold  what  great  things  he 
will  give  us,  if  we  will  only  fall  down  and  worship  him — are  we 
not  engaged  in  seeking  a  name  which  shall  be  written  in  the 
earth,  and  not  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life  ?  Is  not  an  exalted 
view  of  our  attainments  as  men  and  Christians,  causing  us  to  seek 
that  honor  which  cometh  from  men,  by  doing  some  great  thing, 
whereby  to  signalize  ourselves,  so  as  to  be  counted  among  the 
great,  in  order  that  the  expectation  of  the  people  may  be  turned 
to  us,  and  away  from  the  Truth  which  we  profess  ? 

Let  us  examine,  dear  friends,  and  see  for  ourselves,  what  is  the 
object  and  foundation  of  our  hopes,  and  whether  we  are  striving 
unlawfully  for  masteries,  through  the  prevailing  of  party,  instead 
of  being  subject  to  our  Holy  Head,  and  one  unto  another  in 
love,  to  the  edification  of  the  church.  Are  we  willing,  and  en- 
gaged to  cast  our  burden  upon  him  who  has  promised  to  sustain 
his  humble,  dependent  children?  or  are  we  not  rather  engaged  in 
laying  burdens  upon  men,  which  are  grievous  and  heavy  to  be 
borne,  by  departing  in  faith  and  practice  from  the  Truth  of  our 
profession,  and  yet  seeking  to  be  sustained  by  the  church  therein  ? 
Is  there  not  a  want  of  that  humility  of  mind  that  would  prepare 
us  rather  to  confess  our  faults  one  to  another,  and  to  pray  one 
for  another  that  we  might  be  healed,  than  to  persist  in  an  evil 
and  disorderly  course  in  the  face  of  true,  yet  concealed  and 
stifled  conviction  ? 

A  desire  to  press  our  claims  and  views  too  fast,  upon  those  who 
have  not  been  equally  illuminated  with  ourselves,  as  it  respects 
our  Christian  testimonies — while  it  may  cause  some  to  outrun 
their  Master's  bidding — is  liable  to  occasion  a  revolt  in  the  minds 
of  others,  greatly  to  their  disadvantage,  and  to  the  hurt  and  re- 
proach of  the  cause  of  Truth,  in  the  advancement  of  which,  there 
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should  be  but  one  dependence,  for  direction  and  help  ;  for,  if  the 
Lord  is  for  us,  who  can  be  availingly  against  us  ?  Inward  exer- 
cise on  our  own  account  and  that  of  others,  together  with 
authorized,  forbearing,  and  confiding  labor,  with  those  who  may 
have  departed  from,  or  not  found  the  true  and  living  way  which 
leads  to  peace,  cannot  fail  to  be  crowned ;  while  all  the  strivings 
of  human  wisdom  and  zeal,  in  the  work  of  reformation,  and  resto- 
ration, will  prove  worse  than  fruitless,  to  the  producing  of  discord 
and  confusion,  comparable  to  that  which  was  experienced  in  the 
building  of  Babel,  by  those  who  were  engaged  in  constructing  an 
outward  and  visible  way  to  heaven. 

The  confounding  of  the  language  and  wisdom  of  men  in  the 
work  of  salvation,  is  no  new  or  strange  thing,  and  it  will  be  well 
for  us,  if  we  are  admonished  thereby  to  cease  from  man,  and  not 
to  lean  to  our  own  understandings ;  for  what  is  man  to  be  ac- 
counted of  but  as  an  instrument  of  the  Almighty  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  his  holy  and  most  acceptable  will,  which  can  only  be 
known  by  offering  up  our  own,  and  presenting  our  bodies  a  living 
sacrifice  unto  him,  to  be  used  as  he  may  see  meet,  for  the  purpose 
of  his  own  glory.  Each  one  of  us  is  responsible  to  the  Head  of 
the  church  for  our  own  faithfulness  unto  him ;  and  we  all  have  a 
place  assigned  us  therein,  in  which,  if  we  are  individually  faithful, 
we  shall  be  preserved  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  bond  of 
peace.  But  if  we  abide  not  in  humility  and  faith,  as  little  chil- 
dren, we  can  in  no  wise  become  members  of  that  inward  and 
mystical  body,  of  which  Christ  is  the  only  Head.  Herein  envy- 
ings,  strifes,  and  divisions  are  not  known,  but  all  the  members 
thereof  acknowledge  Christ  as  their  Master,  and  one  another  as 
brethren,  looking  unto  Christ  for  wisdom,  and  leaning  upon  him 
alone  for  help.  "  Ye  that  desire  good,  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  he 
shall  bring  it  to  pass.  Make  not  flesh  your  arm,  lest  ye  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  sword,  which  shall  devour  all  his  adversaries." 

It  was  the  testimony  of  Stephen  Crisp,  that  "  the  danger  in 
Society,  doth  not  lie  so  much  in  that,  that  some  few  may  have  a 
differing  apprehension,  in  some  things,  from  the  general  sense,  as 
it  does  in  this,  namely:  when  such  that  so  differ,  do  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  led  out  of  the  bond  of  charity,  and  shall  labor  to  im- 
pose their  private  sense  upon  the  rest  of  their  brethren,  and  to 
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be  offended  and  angry,  if  it  be  not  received ;  this  is  the  seed  of 
sedition  and  strife  that  hath  grown  up  in  too  many,  to  their  own 
hurt.  And,  therefore,  my  dear  friends,  beware  of  it,  and  seek 
not  to  drive  a  matter  on  in  fierceness,  or  in  anger,  nor  to  take 
offence  into  your  minds,  because  what  seems  to  be  clear  to  you, 
is  not  presently  received.  Let  all  beware  of  their  own  spirits 
and  natural  tempers ;  but  let  all  keep  in  a  gracious  temper ;  then 
are  ye  fit  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  God. 

"  Keep  the  Lord  in  your  eye,  and  wait  to  feel  his  power  to 
guide  and  direct  you,  to  speak  and  behave  yourselves  in  the 
church  of  God,  as  becomes  the  peaceable  gospel ;  and  beware  of 
all  bitterness  of  spirit,  and  sharp  reflections  upon  each  other's 
words;  for  that  will  kindle  heats  and  create  a  false  fire.  If  any 
man,  for  want  of  watchfulness,  should  be  overtaken  with  heat  or 
passion,  a  soft  answer  appeaseth  wrath,  saith  the  wise  man ;  and 
therefore,  such  a  time  is  fittest  for  a  soft  answer,  lest  the  enemy 
prevail  on  any  to  their  hurt,  and  to  the  grief  and  trouble  of  the 
brethren." 

"  The  church  is  called  the  body  of  Christ.  Christ  is  called  the 
Head  of  the  church.  The  church  is  called  the  ground  and  pillar 
of  truth.  Thus  the  church  hath  a  name  that  is  sacred,  and  the 
necessity  of  keeping  this  name  holy,  appears  evident.  For,  where 
a  number  of  people  unite  in  a  profession  of  being  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  and  publish  their  principles  to  the  world,  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  that  people  may  in  some  measure  be  considered 
as  such  which  Christ  is  the  author  of. 

"Now  while  we  stand  in  this  station,  if  the  pure  light  of  life  is 
not  followed  and  regarded  in  our  proceedings,  we  are  in  the  way 
of  profaning  the  holy  name,  and  of  going  back  toward  that  wilder- 
ness of  sufferings  and  persecutions,  out  of  which,  through  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  God,  a  church  hath  been  gathered.  '  Christ  dwelleth 
in  the  sanctified  vessels,'  and  where  they  behold  his  holy  name 
profaned,  and  the  pure  Gospel  light  eclipsed,  through  the  unfaith- 
fulness of  any,  who,  by  their  station  appear  to  be  standard- 
bearers,  under  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  living  members  in  the 
body  of  Christ,  in  beholding  these  things,  do  in  some  degree  ex- 
perience the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings.  And  as  the  wisdom  of 
the  world  takes  place  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  visibly 
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gathered  church,  and  the  pure  leadings  of  the  Spirit  are  less 
waited  for  and  followed,  so  the  true  suffering  seed  is  more  op- 
pressed." 

"  Let  us,  dear  Friends,  bear  in  mind  the  cost  at  which  the  liberty 
that  we  now  enjoy,  in  being  permitted  to  associate  and  meet  to- 
gether for  the  blessed  and  holy  purpose  of  serving  and  worshipping 
our  almighty  and  merciful  Creator,  was  purchased ;  remembering 
the  sorrowful  sufferings,  even  now,  of  sincere-hearted  people  in 
some  kingdoms,  where  liberty  of  conscience  is  not  allowed ;  many 
of  whom  are  burdened  in  their  minds  on  account  of  prevailing 
superstition,  joined  with  oppressions,  and  are  made  to  suffer  exami- 
nation, trial,  and  persecutions,  for  their  faithfulness  to  the  Light, 
which  we  profess  to  follow.  "How  mighty  as  to  the  outward  is 
that  power  by  which  they  are  borne  down  and  oppressed !" 

0,  let  this  remind  us  of  our  precious  privileges,  and  lead  us  to 
be  grateful  for  them,  not  lightly  esteeming  the  goodness  of  God, 
who  has  helped  and  preserved  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  but 
seeking  to  become  united  together  in  Him,  who  hath  suffered  and 
died  for  us  all,  by  obedience  to  his  cross,  which  will  crucify  us  to 
the  world,  and  the  world  to  us,  and  unite  and  hold  us  together, 
as  members  of  one  body,  as  children  of  one  parent,  and  as  mem- 
bers of  one  household,  even  that  of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
that  where  he  has  gone  we  all  may  enter,  there  to  enjoy  forever 
the  glorious  harmony  and  love  into  which  through  his  blessed  Spirit 
of  light,  life,  and  love  we  may  have  been  gathered.  0,  this  pre- 
cious hope,  which  is  set  before  us  in  the  Gospel !  how  can  we  sacri- 
fice it  to  the  gratifications  of  our  own  wills  and  desires,  by  refusing 
to  suffer  with  Christ,  and  one  with  and  for  another,  according  to 
his  will  and  gracious  design,  who  came  into  the  world  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost,  and  who  hath  commanded  us  to  bear 
one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  his  righteous  law ! 

0,  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  not  our  own,  but  we  are 
bought  with  a  price  ;  that  we  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  our- 
selves, but  unto  Him  who  gave  himself  for  us,  the  just  for  the  un- 
just, that  he  might  sanctify  and  redeem  us  unto  God  the  Father, 
who  created  us  for  the  purpose  of  his  own  glory,  of  which  we  all 
have  fallen  short,  by  rebelling  against  Him,  in  seeking  our  own. 
It  was  by  his  power  that  we  were  gathered  out  of  the  world  and  its 
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spirit,  into  a  united  body,  and  it  is  not  his  will  that  we  should  be 
separated  and  scattered ;  but  all  rents  and  divisions  are  the  work 
of  the  devil,  by  whom,  in  the  beginning,  man  was  tempted  to  as- 
pire above  his  place,  and  so  by  partaking  of  the  forbidden  tree, 
brought  sin  and  death  into  the  world.  But  "as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

0,  what  a  blessed  assurance,  to  the  humble  and  sorrowing  soul, 
is  that  which  Christ  has  given :  "  He  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead  yet  shall  he  live."  And  it  is  written  of  the  primi- 
tive believers  that  "  the  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were 
of  one  heart  and  one  soul ;  neither  said  any  of  them  that  aught  of 
the  things  which  he  possessed  was  his  own."  But  it  is  written  of 
a  certain  young  man ,  who  professed  to  be  a  believer,  having  kept 
the  outward  or  written  commandments  from  his  youth,  that  when 
he  was  bidden  by  Jesus  to  go  and  sell  all  he  had  and  come  and 
follow  him,  "  he  went  away  sorrowful,  for  he  had  great  posses- 
sions:" this  was  a  test  of  his  faith  which  he  was  not  able  to  bear. 

How  unlike  this  was  the  faith  of  Abraham,  when  called  to  offer 
up  his  son ;  and  how  unlike  it  should  be  to  ours,  when  called  to 
surrender  up  our  own  wills,  to  the  will  of  Him  who  hath  ordained 
that  we  should  live  in  unity,  harmony,  and  love,  one  with  another, 
"  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,"  seeking  to  build 
one  another  up  thereon ;  and  that  we  should  not  be  as  those 
"  who  separate  themselves"  through  sensuality,  "  having  not  the 
Spirit;"  but  "  keep  ourselves  in  the  love  of  God,  looking  for  the 
mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  unto  eternal  life ;  having  com- 
passion of  some,  making  a  difference  and  saving  others  with  fear, 
pulling  them  out  of  the  fire  :  hating  even  the  garment  spotted  by 
flesh."  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  and 
to  present  us  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  ex- 
ceeding joy,  but  not  unto  us,  let  there  be  ascribed  glory  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  forever.     Amen. 

The  following  observations  seem  worthy  of  our  serious  conside- 
ration, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  reach  the  witness  for  Truth  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  may  read  them.  They  seem  peculiarly 
pertinent  to  the  state  of  things  amongst  us,  and  will  no  doubt  be 
read  with  interest  by  those  who  have  the  good  of  the  church  at 
heart,  desiring  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  above  their  chief  joy. 
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"Leaning  to  their  own  understandings  and  the  strength  of 
their  own  spirits,  rather  than  waiting  to  receive  l  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  and  revelation,'  to  enlighten  '  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standings,' what  wonder  if  like  some  of  old,  many  are  blind  to 
the  things  of  the  kingdom,  to  that  which  goes  to  make  up  the 
excellency  and  simplicity  and  purity  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus?  Instead  of  being  prepared  to  adopt  the  petition,  '  that 
which  I  see  not,  teach  thou  me,'  they  are  in  danger  of  the  woe 
which  attaches  to  those  who  are  wise  and  prudent  in  their  own 
sight ;  preferring  to  be  their  own  masters,  and  their  own  judges 
in  religious  matters,  is  it  marvellous  if  the  language  should  be 
found  written  against  them,  as  upon  their  stout  walls,  and  high 
towers,  and  even  upon  their  very  altars,  '  Ye  are  they  which  jus- 
tify yourselves  before  men  ;  but  God  knoweth  your  hearts  ;  for 
that  which  is  highly  esteemed  among  men,  is  abomination  in  the 
sight  of  God  ?'  These  love  to  gather  to  their  own  heap,  and 
'  sacrifice  unto  their  own  net ;'  they  cannot  rightly  '  pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerusalem,'  for  they  know  not  that  '  quiet  habita- 
tion,' where  every  man  sits  under  his  own  vine,  and  drinks 
water  out  of  his  own  cistern ;  but  rather  seem  to  delight  to  look 
upon  Zion  in  her  defiled  or  beclouded  condition,  in  a  state  of  com- 
parative stripping,  of  scattering,  and  of  shame.  Aha  !  aha  !  our 
eye  hath  seen  it.     Ah  !  so  would  we  have  it. 

Should  not  "  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  Friends  in  former  days, 
at  least,  remind  their  successors  in  profession,  that  the  talents 
bestowed  upon  us  are  not  to  be  buried  in  the  earth,  in  laying 
up  here  treasures  for  ourselves,  but  to  glorify  God  through  the 
power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  both  in  working  out  our  own  salvation, 
and  by  inciting  and  leading  others  to  engage  in  the  same  all-im- 
portant duty?  Is  it  not  because  so  great  a  proportion  are 
swallowed  up  in  worldly  pursuits ;  so  many  are  what  are  called 
*  business  men,'  who  are  worked  much  like  slaves  from  morning 
until  night,  in  grasping  after  a  fancied  independence,  that  so  few 
spiritual  gifts  are  conferred  at  this  day  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, and  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ — the  church  ? 
Some,  after  having  spent  the  strength  of  their  days  in  accumula- 
ting wealth,  retire  pretty  much  from  active  business  ;  but  as  they 
have  chosen  their  own  way  and  time,  refusing  to  make  an  early 
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surrender  to  the  Divine  will,  they  are  often  left  in  a  dry  lifeless 
state  ;  their  spiritual  faculties  benumbed,  and  when  they  are  put 
into  stations,  they  judge  and  decide,  and  manage  the  matters  of 
the  church,  very  much  with  the  same  light,  and  wisdom,  and 
will,  in  which  they  managed  their  worldly  affairs.  In  a  meeting, 
or  in  a  society  principally  composed  of  such  members,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  many  spiritual  gifts  will  be  found ;  and  is  it  not 
from  this  cause  that  so  few  are  chosen  and  ordained  by  Christ, 
to  arise  and  anoint  the  shield,  or  to  take  the  Lord's  trumpet,  and 
proclaim  his  mighty  day  among  the  nations  ? 

"  Another  great  disadvantage  which  the  visible  church  sustains, 
arises  from  the  errors  in  judgment  which  worldly-minded  pro- 
fessors make.  When  strange  voices  are  heard,  not  having  the 
divinely  opened  ear  to  try  words,  as  the  mouth  tastes  meat,  they 
are  quite  likely  to  support  that  which  is  spurious,  and  to  dis- 
courage the  true  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
chosen  and  sent  out  in  his  work.  By  this  means  the  glory  has 
very  much  departed  from  us,  and  will  continue  to  depart,  until 
a  greater  surrender  is  made  to  the  Lord's  requiring 'S,  as  revealed 
in  the  heart. 

"  How  much  good  might  be  done  by  visited  young  people,  did 
they  yield  to  the  heavenly  vision,  without  consulting  with  flesh 
and  blood,  or  fearing  the  reproaches  of  men,  or  that  they  should 
not  acquire  as  great  estates  as  some  others,  if  they  complied  with 
what  the  Lord  convinces  them  by  his  spirit  he  is  calling  for. 
They  who  run  without  being  sent,  shall  not  profit  the  people  ;  but 
those  who  deny  themselves,  take  up  their  cross  daily  and  follow 
Christ,  will  be  prepared  to  receive  gifts,  some  to  be  made  like 
polished  shafts  with  which  he  would  wound  the  enemy,  others  to 
bring  out  of  his  treasury  things  new  and  old — milk  for  babes, 
and  meat  for  men  of  riper  years,  and  judgment  for  the  rebellious. 
To  those  who  have  received  gifts,  the  injunction  applies  to  ivatch 
and  be  sober,  that  they  may  hear  the  Lord's  voice,  and  daily  dis- 
charge their  duty  faithfully,  so  that  they  may,  through  his  power 
and  mercy,  deliver  their  own  souls,  and  help  and  encourage  the 
children  to  single-hearted  obedience." 

George  Whitehead,  in  an  epistle  addressed  to  Friends  in 
general,  says,  "I  pray  God,  increase  your  love  and  zeal  for  his 


42 

glorious  name,  and  Christian  tenderness,  and  brotherly  affection 
one  towards  another,  that  life  forever  may  be  your  blessing  and 
portion ;  as  it  will  be  to  all  them  that  dwell  in  amity,  true  love, 
and  unity  of  spirit,  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  a  most 
joyful,  comfortable,  and  blessed  state  ;  which  too  many  professors 
of  truth  are  short  of,  for  want  of  keeping  near  to  the  Lord,  in 
his  holy  fear,  and  love  of  his  blessed  name  and  truth ;  whose 
negligence  and  unfaithfulness  to  truth  in  themselves,  hath  caused 
a  decay  of  love,  and  want  of  charity  towards  others  :  and  then 
instead  of  humbly  waiting  and  depending  upon  the  Lord,  some 
have  exalted  themselves  in  a  self-will,  self-conceit,  and  affection 
to  pre-eminence  in  judgment  over  others,  until  thereby  divisions, 
and  self-separations  have  been  caused,  and  stirred  up  by  them,  to 
the  great  grief  of  the  spirits  of  the  upright,  who  have  kept  their 
integrity  to  the  Lord,  his  truth,  and  people.  And  this  self-exal- 
tation, slighting,  and  contemning  others,  have  been  and  are  the 
great  evils,  snares,  and  engines,  wherewith  the  adversary  catches 
them  that  never  were  thoroughly  subjected  into  true  humility, 
mortification,  true  self-denial,  or  dying  with  Christ.  Such, 
though  under  profession  of  Truth,  may  make  a  great  show  and 
flourish  for  a  time  in  outward  appearance,  leaves  and  blossoms, 
yet  they  bring  not  forth  unto  perfection  or  ripeness  in  Christ. 
Therefore  beware  of  self-exaltation !  beware  of  an  earthly  spirit 
entering  !  beware  of  covetousness,  which  is  idolatry  ! 

"  There  is  a  danger  in  being  too  early  and  forward,  to  censure 
and  judge  others,  and  in  judging  and  undervaluing  others'  gifts, 
ministry,  and  labors,  whom  God  hath  called  into  his  work  and 
service ;  for  some  thereby  may  either  lose  their  own  gifts,  life, 
and  strength,  or  fall  short  of  those  heavenly  gifts  which  other- 
wise they  might  attain  to,  if  they  kept  low  and  tender,  in  hu- 
mility, love,  and  society  with  their  brethren,  whereby  they  might 
also  be  serviceable  with  them.  For  I  have  seen  in  my  time,  some, 
who  never  passed  through  judgment  in  themselves,  yet  were  very 
censorious,  judging,  detracting,  and  whispering  against  their  bre- 
thren, slighting  them,  their  ministry,  and  labors,  who  themselves 
have  greatly  lost  by  it ;  and  God,  in  displeasure,  hath  suffered 
them  to  discover  their  own  weakness,  and  nakedness,  for  their 
own  abasement,  under  the  righteous  judgment  of  truth.     And  it 
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is  evident,  that  from  this  kind  of  exalted,  censorious,  whispering, 
and  envious  spirit,  which  worketh  not  for  love  and  union,  have 
proceeded  the  several  divisions,  schisms,  and  separations,  which 
have  happened,  to  the  great  trouble  of  the  church  of  Christ  in 
our  days,  as  in  the  primitive  Christians'  days. 

"And  the  several  sorts  of  apostates  and  backsliders  from 
truth  show  what,  and  what  kind  and  manner  of  spirit  they  went, 
and  go  out  in,  by  their  works  and  fruits,  whether  in  a  spirit  of 
pride  and  ambition,  in  a  spirit  of  envy  and  hypocrisy,  in  a  scorn- 
ful, contemning  spirit,  in  a  covetous,  earthly  spirit,  in  a  loose, 
profane  spirit,  or  in  a  drunken  and  debauched  spirit  of  ranterism 
and  fleshly  liberty,  which  all  come  from  one  evil  root  and  seed, 
according  to  the  various  corrupt  inclinations  and  wills  of  men, 
upon  which  the  enemy  works,  and  appears  with  baits  and  tempta- 
tions suitable  thereunto,  that  he  may  prevail  the  more.  And  it 
is  certain,  that  the  envious  apostates,  and  wilful  adversaries  were 
the  most  troublesome  to  the  primitive  churches  of  Christ  and  his 
holy  apostles  in  their  day,  and  so  in  ours.  Therefore,  blessed 
and  truly  happy  are  they  who  keep  their  habitations  in  the 
Truth  and  love  of  God,  and  live  in  Christian  love  and  charity 
one  towards  another ;  for  such  walk  in  the  light,  where  there  is  no 
occasion  of  stumbling  or  scandal. 

"  And,  as  it  was  evidence  to  the  primitive  Christians,  that  they 
had  passed  from  death  to  life,  because  they  loved  the  brethren, 
and  that  they  had  purified  their  souls  through  their  obedience  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  unto  unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren ;  even  so, 
now  the  same  evidence  and  testimony  remains  and  lives  in,  and 
for  all  them  that  dwell  in  the  love  of  God,  one  towards  another; 
for  all  envy,  prejudice,  backbitings,  whisperings,  tale-carrying, 
lying,  heats,  passions,  provocations,  reviling,  railing,  clamors, 
scorn,  contempt,  ill-language,  flattery,  and  hypocrisy,  are  to  be 
utterly  put  away,  avoided,  judged,  condemned,  and  forever  ex- 
cluded from  the  camp  of  God ;  for  they  proceed  from  the  false 
and  degenerate  birth  of  evil  seed  and  spirit,  and  not  from  the 
true  seed  or  birth ;  which  is  innocent,  and  hurts  nobody  by  word 
or  action,  in  person,  name,  reputation,  or  property,  for  that  is 
tender  in  all  these  things.  For  false  reports,  whisperings;  back- 
bitings, and  tale-carrying,  cause  strife  and  division,  and  are  con- 
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demned  by  the  law  of  God,  and  light  of  Christ,  and  expressly 
forbidden  by  God  himself.  "  Thou  shalt  not  be  as  one  that  car- 
ries tales  up  and  down  among  my  people ;  thou  shalt  not  receive 
a  false  tale,  nor  raise  a  false  report  against  the  Lord's  people, 
nor  do  his  prophets  or  servants  any  harm." 

u  And  all  who  profess  the  truth,  or  make  mention  of  the  name 
of  the  Lord  among  us,  ought  to  watch  over  their  own  spirits,  wills, 
and  passions,  and  have  a  care  of  hurting  one  another,  or  crushing 
any  tender  plant  or  stopping  or  quenching  any  spiritual  gift  or 
testimony  which  God  has  given,  however  little  or  low  soever  it 
may  be,  or  seem ;  for  some  of  a  tender  spirit  are  sooner  hurt  and 
wounded  than  healed.  All  keep  in  Christian  meekness,  patience, 
gentleness,  and  tender-heartedness  one  towards  another.  And 
elders  and  overseers  in  the  church  of  Christ  must  be  examples  of 
believers,  both  in  humility,  meekness,  patience  and  condescension, 
as  Christian  patterns ;  and  not  self-willed,  nor  soon  angry,  nor 
given  to  passion,  striving,  heats,  or  contention.  Such  Christian 
example  and  behavior  in  the  house  and  church  of  the  living  God 
tend  greatly  to  keep  out  and  prevent  contentions  and  conten- 
tious spirits,  and  to  the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  the  up- 
right hearted,  who  are  willing  to  serve  the  Lord,  his  Truth,  and 
people. 

"  It  has  often  been  seriously  upon  my  thoughts  what  should  be 
the  cause  or  reason  why  so  few  faithful  laborers  and  clear  Gospel 
ministers  have  been  of  late  raised  up  or  are  now  brought  forth, 
though  some  have  a  goodly  testimony,  blessed  be  the  Lord !  And 
it  clearly  appears  to  me,  first,  that  few  are  given  up  in  their 
spirits  for  this  weighty  service,  as  we  were  in  the  beginning,  who 
are  in  some  measure  gifted  and  qualified. 

"  Secondly,  few  sincerely  seek  the  Lord,  or  have  waited  upon 
him  with  fervent  desires,  prayers,  and  supplication,  that  they  may 
be  gifted,  indued,  and  qualified  with  power,  wisdom,  and  patience 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  Christ  Jesus  ;  whereas  if  any  man 
want  wisdom,  he  should  ask  it  of  God ;  and  he  shall  not  miss  of 
a  gracious  answer  to  the  desire  of  his  soul,  who  sincerely  asks, 
seeks,  and  knocks  at  Wisdom's  gate :  '  Whatsoever  ye  ask  in  my 
name,'  saith  Christ,  '  believe  that  ye  shall  receive  it,  and  it  shall  be 
given  you.'     You  know  Solomon's  request  to  the  Lord  for  an  un- 
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derstanding  heart  to  discern  judgment,  his  choice    for  wisdom 
rather  than  riches  or  long  life,  how  it  pleased  God. 

"  Thirdly,  very  few  have  their  minds  and  spirits  really  and  in- 
wardly exercised  in  frequent  prayer  and  supplication  to  God,  or 
in  heavenly  meditation,  or  spiritual  contemplation  in  God's  pure 
and  spiritual  laws,  ways,  judgments,  and  works,  or  in  Holy 
Scriptures  hy  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  opens  them  ;  but  too  many 
have  their  minds,  hearts,  and  affections  taken  up  with  the  fading 
objects  and  things  below,  minding  earthly  things,  being  over-' 
charged  with  the  love  of  riches,  cares,  and  cumbers  of  this  life,  to 
compass  the  earth,  wherein  many  a  good  talent  has  been  hid,  and 
poor  soul  buried  in  captivity,  whereas,  it  requires  an  inward  and 
serious  exercise  of  spirit  toward  God,  frequent  and  fervent  prayer 
unto  Him,  an  inward  and  diligent  attention  upon  Him,  who  is  the 
Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  to  obtain  both  Divine  wis- 
dom and  a  weighty,  living,  clear,  evangelical  ministry.  For  the 
sanctified  hearts  and  souls  who  truly  fear  God,  are  those  into 
whom  only  wisdom  entereth,  and  maketh  them  friends  of  God,  and 
prophets.  The  Lord  will  have  an  inward,  spiritual,  sincere,  and 
zealous  people.  Oh  !  inward  watchfulness,  prayer,  and  supplica- 
tion to  Almighty  God,  have  been  and  are  too  much  neglected 
by  many.  I  pray  God  they  may  seriously  examine,  and  find 
out  the  causes  in  themselves,  with  the  light  of  Christ  Jesus,  and 
bring  all  to  the  righteous  judgment  thereof. 

"Fourthly,  if  any  of  the  younger  sort,  who  are  in  some  mea- 
sure imbued  with  spiritual  gifts  and  knowledge,  do  let  up  a  slight 
and  disesteem  in  their  minds  of  the  elder  brethren,  who  are  ex- 
perienced in  the  work  and  service  of  God,  and  keep  not  in  society 
or  union  with  them,  in  the  spirit  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind, 
but  give  way  unto  a  singularity,  abounding  in  their  own  sense, 
not  keeping  low  and  humble  before  the  Lord,  nor  little  in  their 
own  eyes  ;  such  neither  grow  in  life,  nor  in  divine  openings,  nor 
increase  in  their  gifts,  nor  come  to  attain  to  a  weighty,  clear, 
evangelical  ministry  and  service  ;  but  rather  lose,  die,  and  wither, 
unless  they  come  into  true  humility,  self-denial,  reconciliation, 
love,  and  union  with  their  elder  faithful  brethren ;  who,  in  the 
love  of  God,  would  tenderly  help  them,  and  not  hinder  them  in 
the  work  and  service  of  the  Lord  our  God. 


46 

"  It  is  a  great  grief,  and  scandal  also,  to  see  many  of  the 
younger  sort,  who  frequent  our  meetings,  and  even  of  Friend's 
children,  also,  degenerating  into  pride,  and  height  of  spirit  and 
apparel,  so  nearly  to  imitate  and  border  upon  the  world  as  too 
many  do,  contrary  to  gravity,  modesty,  sobriety,  plainness,  sim- 
plicity, innocence,  and  humility,  which  truth  requires,  in  example, 
as  well  as  in  spirit,  and  which  truth  at  first  led  many  into  ;  and  as 
still  it  doth  lead  and  order  them  that  truly  love  and  obey  it ;  in 
which  I  pray  God  to  order  and  settle  his  people,  and  that  no  plea 
nor  excuse  may  be  made  to  maintain  pride,  vanity,  or  immodesty 
in  apparel,  which  only  gratifies  vain  airy  minds  and  spirits,  and 
the  lust  of  the  carnal  eye,  and  grieves  the  tender,  and  gives  occa- 
sion of  reproach  and  stumbling  to  those  that  are  without,  and  to 
such  as  are  soberly  and  religiously  inclined. 

"  And  this  is  observable,  that  if  never  so  much  be  truly  and 
sincerely  preached  in  public  against  pride  and  vanity  in  apparel, 
&c,  if  it  be  indulged  or  connived  at  home,  in  children  or  young  per- 
sons, by  parents,  guardians,  or  overseers,  all  preaching,  instruction, 
and  warning  proves  to  them  but  as  water  spilt  upon  the  ground, 
and  makes  no  impression :  whilst  through  such  encouragement 
and  indulgence  at  home,  they  embrace  a  spirit  of  pride  and  irre- 
verence towards  God,  and  disregard  to  his  truth  and  people ;  and 
though  some  formality,  and  something  of  the  form  of  Truth, 
they  may  have  by  outward  education,  it  is  not  by  the  work  of  re- 
generation ;  for  there  are  but  few  in  comparison,  that  really  come 
in  at  the  door :  and  therefore  I  have  often  a  godly  fear  upon  me, 
of  the  springing  up  of  degenerate  plants  amongst  us,  and  a  de- 
generate generation,  to  the  dishonor  of  Truth,  and  our  holy  pro- 
fession, after  our  days. 

"  And  it  is  they  who  are  inclining  and  getting  into  the  spirit 
of  the  world  and  liberty  out  of  the  Truth,  who  live  not  in  humi- 
lity nor  in  the  fear  of  God,  that  give  secret  strength  to  an  apos- 
tate, turbulent  spirit,  which  has  been  the  Church's  exercise  of 
late  years,  and  that  are  most  easily  catched  with  that  apostate 
spirit,  and  feigned  words  of  the  instruments  thereof,  whose  work 
is  to  sow  discord,  and  make  divisions,  schisms,  and  separations, 
which  are  the  fruits  of  the  flesh ;  for  if  all  had  been  faithful  to 
the  Light,  and  kept  in  humility,  and  love  of  Truth,  and  one  an- 
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other,  there  had  been  no  enmity  one  towards  another,  nor  smiting 
of  fellow-servants;  but  the  fear  of  God  would  have  preserved 
them  out  of  those  snares  of  death,  which  that  spirit  of  discord 
leads  into. 

"  Howbeit,  I  am  well  satisfied  in  the  Lord,  that  he  will  never 
suffer  a  general  or  final  apostacy  or  degeneration  ;  the  brightness 
of  our  day  and  glory  of  our  Sun  of  righteousness,  shall  never  be 
extinguished ;  although  too  many,  through  the  adversary's  subtilty 
and  temptations,  together  with  their  own  carnal  and  corrupt  in- 
clinations, are  apt  to  degenerate,  and  their  minds  to  be  exalted 
and  alienated  from  the  fear  of  God,  from  the  cross  of  Christ, 
from  humility  and  lowliness  of  mind,  from  true  and  conscientious 
tenderness,  from  love  to  the  brethren,  from  innocency,  plainness, 
and  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ,  both  in  their  spirits,  language, 
and  habits,  who  therefore  ought  to  be  faithfully  admonished,  and 
tenderly  instructed;  by  which  means,  together  with  a  meek 
and  gentle  behaviour,  many  have  been  gained,  and  many  may 
yet  be  recovered  out  of  the  snares  of  Satan,  who  have  been  taken 
captive  at  unawares ;  '  having  compassion  of  some,  making  a 
difference,'  has  often  reached  the  tender  part  in  them,  and  in  re- 
lation to  others  more  deeply  prejudiced,  I  remember  a  cautious 
saying  of  an  ancient  and  faithful  brother  deceased,  viz.  :  '  When 
we  cannot  make  them  better,  we  must  take  heed  we  do  not  make 
them  worse.' 

"  And  all  dear  and  tenderly  beloved  Friends,  with  all  who  are 
effectually  convinced  of  God's  holy  Truth  and  Name,  and  do  pro- 
fess the  same,  in  the  holy  fear  of  God,  in  his  Light,  watch  and 
pray  constantly,  without  fainting,  against  your  soul's  subtle  ad- 
versary, in  all  his  attempts  to  beget  into  self-exaltation  and 
prejudice,  to  smite  fellow-servants,  and  cause  divisions  and 
offences,  for  this  is  the  enemy's  work. 

"  And,  Friends,  have  not  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
with  respect  of  persons :  this  was  ancient  and  Christian  counsel. 
So  let  not  the  rich  and  high  contemn  the  low  and  mean ;  let  not 
uncertain  riches  puff  up  any,  or  exalt  them  above  their  brethren, 
nor  any  brother  of  high  degree  in  earthly  enjoyments,  slight  or 
contemn  their  brethren  of  low  degree.  Some  sincere-hearted  and 
serviceable  friends  and  brethren  have  enjoyed  plenty  of  the  world's 
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goods,  and  jet  through  losses,  sufferings,  or  disappointments,  or 
others'  unjust  dealings  by  them,  are  brought  low  in  the  world, 
and  who  were  esteemed  when  in  prosperity.  It  would  be  very 
unchristian  and  sinful  to  slight  or  disesteem  them  in  their  ad- 
versity, which  is  their  trial.  The  poor  of  this  world,  who  are 
rich  in  faith,  whom  God  hath  chosen,  are  near  unto  him  ;  their 
faith  is  the  more  tried  by  their  poverty  and  lowness,  and  how  soon 
that  may  be  the  trial  of  many  that  are  rich,  they  know  not,  there- 
fore, it  is  very  unsafe  for  any  to  trust  in  uncertain  riches,  or  to 
be  exalted  or  lifted  up  because  of  them ;  they  should  rather 
humbly  depend  upon  the  living  God,  and  trust  in  him,  and  love 
and  esteem  their  brethren  in  truth,  how  mean  or  low  soever  in 
this  world,  knowing  that  with  God  there  is  no  respect  of  persons, 
nor  with  them  who  truly  bear  his  image. 

"  And  pray,  Friends,  keep  out  of  all  disputes  and  controversies, 
which  some  busy  spirits  are  incident  unto.  Let  not  their  divisions 
divide  you,  nor  their  strifes  and  contentions  influence  any  among 
you  to  contend,  or  become  parties  about  their  matters  of  contro- 
versy, but  quietly  serve  and  wait  upon  God  in  your  place  and 
stations  where  he  hath  set  you,  and  submissively  leave  all  to  his 
overruling  power,  wisdom,  and  providence,  to  do  or  suffer  things 
to  come  to  pass  as  he  pleaseth ;  for  who  may  say  to  him,  '  What 
doest  thou  ?'  though  men  may  be  warned  as  God  shall  require. 
And  he  knows  what  is  best  for  his  people,  and  will  cause  all 
things  to  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  him.  And 
you  know  that  we  cannot  make  flesh  our  arm,  nor  therewith  fight 
for  one  another;  stillness  and  quietness,  innocency  and  good- 
will towards  all  men,  according  to  our  Christian  principle,  is 
therefore  the  best  and  safest  state  and  condition,  wherein  we  all 
may  approve  ourselves  as  the  Lord's  bidden  ones,  and  as  of  them 
that  are  quiet  in  the  law. 

"  0  !  let  all  quietly  wait  upon  the  all-seeing,  righteous,  and 
holy  God,  in  order  to  see  his  good  end  through  all,  and  his 
righteous  determination  and  decision  of  the  controversies  amongst 
men.  And  keep  in  innocency  and  peaceable  conversation  towards 
all,  giving  no  real  occasion  of  offence,  but,  as  becomes  true 
Christians,  walk  in  love  and  good-will  towards  all,  both  high  and 
low,  for  herein  hath  been,  and  will  be,  our  safety  and  confidence 
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through  all  our  trials,  being  preserved  by  the  power  and  goodness 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  as  his  peculiar  people,  who  is  our  stay,  our 
rock  and  refuge,  blessed  be  his  name  forever !" 

His  views  of  the  necessity  of  simple  faith  are  such  as  must 
be  adopted  and  upheld  by  every  true  believer,  and  these  were 
opposed  to  a  speculative  disposition  of  mind,  which  would  be 
seeking  to  understand  and  explain  those  things  which  belong  to 
the  Lord  alone.  "  Secret  things  belong  to  the  Lord,  but  those 
that  are  revealed  belong  to  us  and  our  children."  Said  he,  "  I 
have  always  believed  it  better  to  labor  to  be  righteous  in  this 
life,  than  to  trouble  our  heads  and  imaginations  about  what  or 
how  we  shall  be  in  the  life  to  come,  or  what  manner  of  bodies  or 
clothing  we  shall  have  in  heaven,  and  to  trust  the  Lord  there- 
with. Our  chief  care  and  concern  should  now  be  to  walk  in  the 
way  to  heaven,  to  get  thither  in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness, and  there  we  shall  not  want,  but  enjoy  all  things  to  com- 
plete our  joy  and  felicity  in  heaven,  and  eternal  glory." 

"  Many  persons,  by  their  vain  imaginations  and  high  thoughts, 
and  intruding  into  things  not  seen  [revealed],  and  matters  too 
high  for  them,  and  their  human  wisdom  and  carnal  reason,  do 
thereby  darken  themselves,  and  cloud  their  understandings  from 
the  true  sanctifying  and  saving  knowledge  of  God,  and  mystery 
of  Christ  Jesus,  and  his  power  and  spirit,  who  is  mighty  and 
powerful  in  himself,  and  in  his  saints  and  members,  who,  being 
spiritually  united  to  him,  and  thereby  made  members  of  his  body, 
are  one  body  in  him,  so  that  there  is  one  body  and  one  spirit.' 
Ephes.  iv.  4. 

"  There  are  other  persons  who,  in  their  singular  opinions, 
strange  or  new  notions,  exalt  themselves  in  their  own  conceit 
above  all  others,  and  thereby  cause  contention,  strife,  and  divisions, 
many  times  either  about  words,  critical  distinctions,  or  things  not 
necessary  to  salvation,  or  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  the  true 
God,  or  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  thereby  such  endeavor  to  make 
divisions  or  parties  to  themselves. 

"  Now,  the  mystery  of  godliness  being  a  great  mystery  without 
controversy,  it  is  best  for  professors  of  Christianity  to  keep  out 
of  controversies,  and  shun  perverse  disputes,  and  to  turn  in  their 
minds  to  the  light  of  Christ,  retire  to  the  simplicity  in  him,  and 
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watch  therein  to  understand  this  great  mystery  of  godliness,  both 
with  respect  to  k  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  and  justified  in  spirit.' 

It  is  testified,  that  "  many  among  the  early  converts  to 
Quakerism,  who  had  been  wise  and  great  in  this  world,  were  made 
to  rejoice  in  the  laying  down  of  their  outward  wisdom,  and  in 
sitting  down  in  deep  humility  to  learn  of  Jesus,  by  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  Jn  the  heart,  who  as  he  is  waited  for,  will  so 
bring  into  remembrance  what  Christ  has  said,  as  to  make  his 
words  spirit  and  life  unto  them.  They  could  say  with  the  Apostle, 
1 1  glory  in  nothing  save  in  the  cross  of  Christ,  whereby  I  am 
crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  unto  me." 

"  It  was  the  zealous  preaching  of  this  foolishness,  and  by  the 
illustration  of  it  in  lives  of  singular  piety  and  self-denial,  that 
our  fathers  were  gathered  to  be  a  people,  and  it  is  only  by  a  similar 
course  that  we  can  become,  or  be  preserved  such  a  people  as  they 
were.  They  had  a  strong  and  abiding  sense  of  the  almightiness 
of  God.  The  creatures,  however  powerful  they  might  seem,  sunk 
into  insignificance  in  their  view,  whenever  they  attempted  to  lift 
their  puny  arms  in  contravention  of  what  they  believed  to  be  the 
Divine  will.  And  it  has  been  well  observed,  i  to  believe  the  al- 
mighty power  of  God  with  reference  to  ourselves,  and  all  our 
concerns,  temporal  and  eternal,  is  one  of  the  highest  and  noblest 
acts  of  faith,  which  includes  others  in  it.' 

"  The  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  Divine  Light,  as  their  guide 
unto  all  truth,  became  the  great  theme  of  their  contemplation 
and  preaching,  as  that  doctrine  which,  being  most  fatal  to  Satan's 
kingdom  in  men's  hearts,  he  had  been  most  busy  in  perverting, 
and  which,  as  it  was  most  opposed  to  man's  unholy  nature,  so  it 
was  that  which,  by  nature,  he  was  most  willing  to  have  concealed 
from  his  view.  They  did  not,  as  was  imputed  to  them,  set  up  this 
doctrine  in  opposition  to  the  atonement  and  mediation  of  Christ, 
but  they  warned  men  against  any  dependence  on  Christ,  without 
knowing  him  to  be  formed  in  them,  and  their  hearts  to  be  brought 
into  subjection  to  his  Spirit.  They  did  not,  as  they  were  aspersed, 
set  aside  the  Holy  Scriptures,  to  make  way  for  fancies  of  their 
own ;  but  they  warned  men  against  resting  satisfied  with  a  Scrip- 
ture knowledge,  without  knowing  the  true  faith  in  Christ,  through 
which  alone  they  lead  to  salvation.    They  valued  the  Holy  Scrip- 
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tures  as  inspired  records  of  the  Divine  will.  They  read  and  quoted 
them  freely,  and  recommended  others  to  the  perusal  of  them  ;  but 
they  believed  that  as  the  brazen  serpent,  which  had  been  the  in- 
strument of  the  Divine  mercy  to  the  Israelites,  afterwards  became 
the  object  of  their  idolatry,  so  were  there  many  people  who  were 
ready  to  worship  the  book,  whilst  they  neglected  or  opposed  the 
spirit  by  which  it  was  written. 

"  They  had  a  deep  sense  of  man's  corruption,  and  of  the  Divine 
purity.  They  taught  that  every  motion  of  good  in  the  heart  of 
man,  from  the  first  conviction  of  sin  to  the  full  assurance  of  faith, 
was  through  the  immediate  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  that  in 
man  there  was  no  good  thing,  and  that,  as  it  was  through  the  free 
grace  of  God  in  Christ  that  any  sinner  was  awakened  to  the  error 
of  his  ways,  and  not  essentially  through  any  outward  means  of  in- 
struction, however  the  Divine  influence  might  be  usually  connected 
with  such  means,  so  it  was  to  that  Divine  grace  as  the  means  of 
still  further  enlightening  the  conscience,  and  of  carrying  on  the 
work  of  sanctification,  that  men  were  to  be  mainly  directed  to 
seek. 

"  This  Divine  light  in  the  conscience  would,  they  believed,  lead 
to  the  perception  that  many  things  were  contrary  to  the  Divine 
will,  which  were  not  especially  pointed  out  in  the.  Holy  Scriptures, 
whilst  the  testimony  of  the  inspired  writings  would  in  all  respects 
be  confirmed,  and  the  reader  enabled  to  understand  them  to 
spiritual  edification."  They  believed  that  Christ  was  the  word  of 
prophecy,  and  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  not  only  were  inspired  by 
this  word  in  the  hearts  of  the  holy  men  of  old  who  wrote  them, 
but  also  that  they  became  the  bread  of  life  to  all  those  who  read 
them  under  the  same  Divine  influence  which  dictated  and  directed 
the  writing  of  them.  "  My  words,"  said  Christ,  "  they  are  spirit, 
and  they  are  life  ;"  but  yet  it  is  declared  that  "the  letter  killeth, 
but  the  spirit  giveth  life." 

So  that  it  is  not  by  a  literal  knowledge  and  understanding  of 
the  words  of  Scripture  that  our  hearts  are  to  be  made  alive  unto 
God,  but  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  by  which  alone  we  are  qualified  to  call  Jesus  Lord, 
or  savingly  to  know  of  his  becoming  unto  us  wisdom,  sanctification, 
and  complete  redemption. 
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Many  have  been  the  predictions  of  a  time  of  suffering  and 
sifting,  which  should  come  upon  the  church,  before  the  arising  of 
the  day-star,  which  shall  presage  the  approaching  morning  of  a 
day  of  brightness  and  peace  ;  and  the  vision  of  John  Churchman, 
during  a  time  of  bodily  suffering  and  weakness,  seems  peculiarly 
instructive  to  the  humble  believer.  He  says,  "  I  have  beheld  the 
dawning  of  that  precious  morning  wherein  corruption  shall  be 
swept  away  from  the  church,  and  righteousness  and  truth  begin 
to  flourish  greatly.  The  day  seems  to  me  to  be  at  hand ;  and 
what  if  I  should  say  I  have  a  degree  of  faith  that  some  of  the 
children  now  born  may  live  to  see  it.  The  day-star  is  risen 
which  presages  the  approach  of  the  morning  ;  I  have  seen  it  in 
its  lustre,  and  have  a  lively  sense  of  that  saying  being  again  ful- 
filled in  the  new  creation :  *  The  morning  stars  sang  together, 
and  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy;'  I  have  heard  their  sound 
intelligibly,  and  my  heart  is  comforted  therein.  The  potsherds 
of  the  earth  may  clash  together  for  a  season,  but  the  Lord  in 
due  time  will  bring  about  the  reformation." 

And  another,  in  speaking  of  the  suffering  to  come  upon  the 
churches,  admonishes  thus :  "  And  therefore  look  you  be  not 
found  in  the  outward  court,  but  a  worshipper  in  the  temple  before 
the  altar  ;  for  Christ  will  measure  all  those  that  profess  his  name, 
and  call  themselves  his  people ;  and  the  outward  worshippers  he 
will  leave  out,  to  be  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles.  The  outward 
court  is  the  formal  Christian,  whose  religion  lies  in  performing 
the  outside  duties  of  Christianity,  without  having  an  inward  life 
and  power  of  faith  and  love,  uniting  them  to  Christ ;  and  these 
God  will  leave  to  be  trodden  down  and  swept  away  by  the  Gen- 
tiles. But  the  worshippers  within  the  temple,  and  before  the 
altar,  are  those  who  do  indeed  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth  ;  whose  souls  are  made  his  temples,  and  he  is  honored  and 
adored  in  the  most  inward  thoughts  of  their  hearts ;  and  they 
sacrifice  their  lusts  and  vile  affections,  yea,  and  their  own  wills 
to  him  ;  and  these  God  will  hide  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and 
under  the  shadow  of  his  wings.  The  hypocrites  and  formal  pro- 
fessors only  shall  be  taken  away  ;  but  the  true  spiritual  believers 
shall  be  preserved  till  the  calamity  be  overpast." 

"These   productions,"    says   John    Churchman,  "have   come 
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have  that  a  sharp  and  trying  dispensation  is  to  come  upon  the 
professors  of  Christianity  ;  wherein  the  honest  and  upright-hearted 
shall  be  hid  as  under  the  hollow  of  the  Lord's  hand ;  when  rents, 
divisions,  and  commotions  shall  increase  amongst  the  earthly- 
minded,  and  one  branch  of  a  family  be  at  strife  with  another, 
like  the  daughter-in-law  against  the  mother-in-law ;  and  happy 
will  it  be  for  those  who  endeavor  to  stand  ready  for  the  approach 
of  such  a  dispensation." 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  danger  which  now  seems  to  threaten, 
let  each  and  every  one  of  us  who  value  our  spiritual  lives,  flee  to 
the  rock  of  defence  which  is  higher  than  ourselves,  and  not  be 
trusting  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt  for  deliverance  and  protection, 
lest  this  become  our  confusion  and  shame ;  for  the  wisdom  of  man 
is  foolishness  with  God,  and  the  weakness  of  God  is  stronger  than 
man.  "  Woe  to  the  rebellious  children,  saith  the  Lord,  that  take 
counsel,  but  not  of  me,  that  cover  with  a  covering,  but  not  of  my 
Spirit,  that  they  may  add  sin  to  sin."  The  Lord  is  a  jealous 
God,  who  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another,  nor  his  praise  to 
graven  images,  but  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  he  hath  judged  the 
hypocrite,  who,  while  professing  a  love  for  the  truth,  walketh  ac- 
cording to  his  own  lusts,  even  in  envy,  hatred  and  strife  ;  and  in 
the  spirit  of  contention  stirreth  up  strife  amongst  brethren,  to  the 
dividing  of  the  church. 

And  how  is  it  now,  with  us,  as  a  people  ?  Are  not  our  hearts 
comparable  to  a  manger,  wherein  the  fleshy  will,  in  the  likeness 
of  the  beast,  is  nourished,  instead  of  a  temple  fitted  and  prepared 
for  the  presence  of  Him,  in  his  second  appearance,  who,  when 
personally  on  earth,  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  according 
to  his  own  declaration  :  "  Foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the 
air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his 
head."  If  we  examine  our  own  hearts  impartially,  we  shall  find 
the  occasion  of  discord  to  be  in  the  shutting  out  of  the  Spirit  of 
meekness  and  humility ;  in  a  departure  from  the  simple  direction 
of  Truth,  into  the  bondage  of  our  own  fleshly  wills  and  wisdom, 
which  stand  opposed  to  the  Gospel  power,  in  which  we  profess  to 
worship  and  minister.  The  Spirit  of  Truth  and  the  spirit  of  the 
world  cannot  harmonize,  for  while  one  is  seeking  the  promotion 
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of  "  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  men,"  the  other  is  engaged 
in  seeking  its  own,  to  the  despising  and  oppression  of  the  holy 
seed  of  life,  light,  and  peace. 

Therefore,  before  the  coming  of  that  brighter  day  in  our  hearts, 
when  unity  and  harmony  shall  again  prevail,  to  the  rejoicing  of 
the  humble,  swords  must  be  beaten  into  ploughshares,  and  spears 
into  pruning-hooks.  The  wounding  and  piercing  nature  of  human 
passion  must  be  changed  for  the  Spirit  of  righteousness,  by  which 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  plough  up  the  fallow  ground  of  our  hearts, 
that  it  may  bring  forth  its  legitimate  fruits  ;  "  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering,  meekness,  gentleness,  goodness,  temperance,  and 
faith."  The  old  man  with  his  deeds  must  be  put  off,  and  the  new 
man,  Christ  Jesus,  our  only  hope  of  glory,  must  be  put  on,  to  the 
utter  denial  of  self,  enabling  us  in  sincerity  to  say,  with  our 
worthy  predecessor  in  The  truth,  "  We  are  nothing,  Christ  is 
all." 

But  how  is  it  with  us  ?  Has  not  the  spirit  of  the  world  availed 
with  us  to  deny  this  fundamental  doctrine,  by  taking  the  work  of 
reformation  into  our  own  hands,  supposing  ourselves  sufficient  for 
it  ?  And  are  we  not  deceiving  ourselves  with  the  vain  hope  of  being 
made  worthy  of  a  crown  of  righteousness,  even  while  indulging  in 
the  spirit  of  enmity  against  our  brethren  in  profession,  and  even 
our  kindred  by  birth  ?  Let  us  examine  and  see  what  the  founda- 
tion of  our  hopes  of  being  permitted  to  behold  the  coming  of 
a  brighter  day  is,  and  whether  we  are  not  building  upon  the  sand 
of  a  vain  imagination,  by  which  our  hearts  are  being  darkened, 
and  deceived — trusting  to  an  empty  profession  of  the  truth,  as 
evinced  to  the  careful,  candid  observer,  by  a  departure  in  con- 
duct and  conversation  from  the  leadings  of  pure  wisdom,  which  is 
full  of  mercy,  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without 
hypocrisy. 

Ah,  there  must  be  a  surrender  of  our  own  wills  and  ways,  be- 
fore we  can  behold  the  rising  and  reigning  of  the  true  Light ;  we 
must  be  reconciled  unto  God,  and  one  unto  another,  through  the 
mediation  and  intercession  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  who  raiseth  in 
the  hearts  of  the  truly  humble  soul,  aspirations  unto  the  throne  of 
grace  for  the  gift  of  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  ;  and  these 
are  heard  and  answered,  while  the  cry  of  the  proud  who  oppres- 
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seth  the  holy  seed  in  his  heart,  and  his  brother  without,  shall  not 
be  heard. 

It  is  a  very  sorrowful  thing  to  behold  in  those  who  profess  the 
peaceable  government  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  an  indulgence  in 
the  personal  feelings  of  prejudice  and  animosity,  resentment  and 
revenge,  which  lead  to  the  open  hostility,  one  against  the  other, 
of  individuals  or  parties  in  religious  society,  by  which  the  testi- 
mony we  profess  to  bear  to  the  harmonizing  and  uniting  power  of 
Truth  is  permitted  to  fall  to  the  ground  ;  and  yet,  it  cannot  be 
denied  by  any  enlightened  and  candid  observer,  that  such  are 
known  to  exist,  even  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  profess  to  have 
the  good  of  the  church  at  heart,  and  to  be  living  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit  of  meekness  and  love.  And  how  has  the 
truth  of  the  declaration  of  Holy  Writ  been  verified  in  our  expe- 
rience, that  "where  envy  and  strife  are,  there  is  confusion  and 
every  evil  work."  And  again,  "A  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand." 

During  the  progress  of  a  separating  and  dividing  spirit,  it  has 
been  very  observable  that  many  of  those  who  have  been  the 
most  zealous  and  clamorous  in  contending  for  the  right,  have  de- 
parted most  widely  from  the  spirit  of  meekness,  humility,  and 
love,  as  though  the  advancement  of  truth  depended  upon  the 
exercise  of  fleshly  passion,  power,  and  zeal.  But  what  saith  He, 
who  remains  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  his  own  church  ?  "  If 
any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up 
his  cross,  and  follow  me;  and  without  me,"  said  he,  "ye  can  do 
nothing."  Ah!  is  it  not  one  thing  to  cry,  Lord,  Lord,  in  the  will 
of  the  flesh,  and  quite  another  thing  to  know  of  calling  Jesus 
Lord  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  the  only  true  qualification  by 
which,  through  obedience  to  the  cross,  we  can  know  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  for  it  is  not  by  the  letter  that  we  are  savingly  instructed 
in  divine  knowledge.  Said  our  blessed  Eedeemer,  "  My  doctrine 
is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine.  He  that  speaketh  of  himself  seeketh 
his  own  glory ;  but  he  that  seeketh  his  glory  that  sent  him,  the 
same  is  true,  and  no  unrighteousness  is  in  him." 

Let  us  not,  then,  dear  Friends,  be  engaged  in  denying  him,  in 
his  inward  and  spiritual  appearance,  who  was  so  cruelly  entreated 
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without,  by  turning  away  from  the  voice  of  his  teachings,  by  re- 
sisting his  call.  "  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  m.  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  to  your  souls." 
Ah !  if  this  call  was  implicitly  obeyed,  how  should  we  then 
cease  to  be  "  as  the  troubled  sea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  waters 
cast  up  mire  and  dirt ;"  we  should  no  longer  sit  in  the  seat  of  the 
scornful,  nor  stand  in  the  way  of  sinners.  And  what  a  noble 
testimony  to  the  uniting,  restoring,  and  preserving  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  our  profession,  would  it  be,  to  behold  a  return  to  the 
principles  of  peace,  truth,  and  love,  by  which  we  were  once 
gathered  out  of  the  world  and  its  spirit,  into  a  spiritual  unity  and 
harmony  ! 

Oh  !  if  we  would  only  allow  patience  to  have  its  perfect  work, 
and  cease  to  strive  against  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  peace,  we 
should  again  behold  the  arising  of  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  to  the 
dispelling  of  all  the  clouds  of  darkness,  which  have  so  obscured 
our  way.  If,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  we  should  become  engaged 
in  binding  up  the  wounds  which  the  enemy  of  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  Zion  has  made  upon  those  who  have  yielded  to  his  cruel 
power,  instead  of  passing  them  by  as  unworthy  of  regard,  how 
would  our  "  peace  flow  as  a  river,  and  our  righteousness  as  the 
waves  of  the  sea."  Then  might  we  be  compared  to  the  faithful 
church,  of  whom  it  was  testified,  "  Behold,  I  have  set  before  thee 
an  open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it ;  for  thou  hast  a  little 
strength,  and  hast  kept  my  word,  and  hast  not  denied  my  name. 
Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also  will  keep 
thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  shall  come  upon  all  the 
world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth." 

Oh !  what  a  blessed  assurance,  and  how  worthy  of  every  sacri- 
fice of  our  own  feelings  and  wills,  to  the  power  and  will  of  Him 
who  hath  promised  and  will  not  fail  to  fulfil.  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  Paradise  of  God,  and  he  shall  not  be  hurt  of  the  second 
death.  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple 
of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more  out,  and  I  will  write  upon 
him  the  name  of  my  God.  Him  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in 
my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  sat  down  with  my 
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Father  in  his  throne.  He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches." 

Now,  my  dear  Friends,  what  is  it  that  we  are  to  overcome  ?  Is 
it  not  our  own  selfish  inclinations  and  wills,  our  own  corrupt  and 
sinful  nature,  which  is  at  enmity  against  God  and  his  truth  ?  Is 
it  not  the  desire  for  the  reputation  of  self — for  the  praise  of  men, 
more  than  the  praise  and  honor  of  God  ?  Is  it  not  the  spirit  of 
covetousness,  which  makes  us  so  impatient  of  contradiction,  and 
so  ready  to  vindicate  and  avenge  ourselves,  when  we  are  crossed 
in  our  own  desires,  designs,  and  expectations  ?  And,  finally,  is  it 
not  the  idolatry  of  self,  through  which  so  many  have  fallen  a  prey 
to  the  devourer,  who  is  still  going  about,  not  only  as  a  roaring 
lion,  but  as  a  subtle,  twining  serpent,  terrifying  with  groundless 
fears,  and  lulling  into  false  security  the  hearts  of  the  unwary  ? 

If  no  jealousy  had  been  known  among  us,  but  a  godly  one,  the 
spirit  of  enmity  would  have  been  brought  and  kept  under  by  the 
power  and  weight  of  the  Spirit  of  our  profession,  which,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  truly  sanctified,  is  above  and  over  all  that  would 
rend  and  divide,  preserving  in  charity  and  patience,  according  to 
the  will  of  God  concerning  his  church  and  people,  which  are  to 
be  edified  in  love.  Then  would  there  never  have  been  found  those 
amongst  us  to  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  the  rightly  exercised 
members  of  the  body,  who  desire  the  prevalence  of  restoring  love, 
above  every  selfish  conquest  or  consideration. 

It  is  sorrowful  to  behold  the  disposition  which  is  so  conspicuously 
manifest  in  some,  to  promote  the  progress  of  separation  in  Society, 
and  to  encourage  the  belief  that  it  cannot  be  arrested.  Such  as 
these  will  have  much  to  answer  for  when  called  to  an  account  of 
their  stewardship,  inasmuch  as  they  have  rebelled  against  the 
will  of  him  who  brought  and  united  us  together,  for  the  purpose 
of  his  own  glory.  "  What  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man 
put  asunder."  The  spirit  of  self-exaltation  will  assuredly  be  judged 
by  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  unto  whom  every  knee  shall 
bow,  either  in  mercy  or  judgment ;  and  it  will  be  well  for  us  to 
consider  our  responsibility  to  him  for  the  performance  of,  or 
acquiescence  in  his  most  holy  will. 

In  reference  to  a  separation  in  Society  which  occurred  through 
the  disaffection  of  George  Keith,  the  following  remarks  are  found, 
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which  may  in  some  measure  apply  to  the  doings  and  condition  of 
things  amongst  us,  since  the  working  of  the  spirit  of  separation, 
which  has  brought  us  into  the  humiliating  position  of  a  house 
divided  against  itself.  "  As  we  are  persuaded,  want  of  walking 
in  the  true  light,  and  want  of  Christian  charity,  is  the  great 
cause  of  this  difference  among  a  few  persons  in  America,  profess- 
ing the  same  light  and  truth  with  us ;  we  are  ashamed  of,  and 
surprised  at  the  bitter  language,  and  severe  consequences  and 
treatment,  in  some  of  the  printed  books  from  one  party,  and  the 
exposing  of  the  weaknesses  and  unwarrantable  expressions  of 
some  of  the  others,  to  the  open  enemies  of  both,  and  to  religion 
itself;  all  which,  as  also  to  make  any  public  rent  in  a  religious 
society,  or  personal  offences,  or  private  occasions,  are  greatly  un- 
becoming our  Christian  profession,  charity,  or  society. 

"And  we  pray  God,  rebuke  and  stop  this  terrible  spirit  of 
enmity  and  division  wherever  it  is ;  for  it  makes  great  disturbance 
and  trouble  in  the  creation,  and  where  it  enters,  in  church  or 
state  ;  yet  its  ill  work  is  no  new  thing.  It  was  the  same  spirit 
that  infested  and  troubled  the  primitive  Christian  churches, 
causing  divisions  and  offences  contrary  to  the  Gospel  of  peace  at 
first  received,  and  whereby  parties  and  schisms  were  made ;  and 
one  said,  I  am  of  Paul,  another  of  Apollos,  another  of  Cephas  ; 
which  carnality  the  apostle  reproved,  as  knowing  and  testifying 
that  Christ,  whom  they  all  professed,  is  notx  divided.  And  if 
Christian  tenderness  and  charity  might  influence  all  parties,  we 
see  no  real  cause  for  these  few  persons  aforesaid,  to  divide  and 
separate  outwardly,  especially  about  doctrine,  seeing  both  profess 
one  light,  one  Spirit,  one  God,  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
faith  in  him,  and  sincerely  to  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Therefore,  if  most  on  both  sides  have  unity  as  to  the  main,  we 
may  charitably  suppose  they  do  not  differ  in  the  main  or  sub- 
stance of  Christian  faith  or  doctrine,  sincerely  owned  and  con- 
fessed by  us  ;  if  tenderly  and  duly  considered,  by  both  sides,  as 
men  seeking  peace,  love,  and  concord.  Wherefore  the  difference 
was  very  indiscreetly  managed,  aggravated,  and  exposed  to  sepa- 
ration, printing  and  reproach,  seeing  it  was  not  in  the  main. 

"  We  wholly  dislike  such  rending  and  tearing,  such  dividing 
and  aggravating  proceedings,  and  bitter  treatment,  and  have  no 
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unity  therewith;  but  desire  the  Lord  in  mercy  to  repair  the 
breaches,  and  heal  the  backslidings  among  them,  and  amongst 
all  that  are  esteemed  Christian  professions  and  societies,  and  in- 
cline all  to  the  main,  to  the  true  light,  to  the  substance  and  life 
of  Christianity,  to  true  love,  fervent  charity,  and  tender-hearted- 
ness, and  forgiveness  towards  one  another,  and  to  follow  peace 
with  all  men,  and  holiness  ;  without  which,  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord." 

"It  is  worthy  of  notice,"  says  one,  "that  in  almost  all  cases, 
as  churches  have  declined  in  purity,  they  have  increased  in  zeal 
for  circumstantials — for  words  and  systems,  rather  than  for  the 
incommutable  principles  of  Truth,  evidenced  by  holiness  of  life, 
and  the  humble  forgiving  spirit  of  the  Saviour,  who  declared  in 
his  sermon  on  the  mount,  that,  '  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  tres- 
passes, neither  will  your  Father  forgive  yours.'  0  !  how  happy 
will  the  day  be,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  wrought  down  the 
selfish  spirit  in  man,  and  shall  have  raised  up  his  own  noble  and 
equal  principle." 

Now  in  reference  to  the  separations  which  have  occurred  of 
latter  time,  can  we  not  see  that  they  have  been  encouraged  and 
brought  about,  by  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  self-exaltation  and 
rebellion  ?  How  has  the  spirit  of  darkness  transformed  himself 
into  an  angel  of  light,  to  the  deceiving  of  many  ! — causing  them 
to  regard  the  works  of  the  flesh,  above  the  testimony  of  the 
Spirit  of  Truth,  which  .we  profess  to  uphold,  by  a  consistency  of 
life  and  conversation.  0 !  how  has  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh 
intruded  itself  into  our  hearts  under  a  specious  covering;  and 
how  mighty  have  been  its  efforts  to  usurp  the  dominion  there  ! 
But  thanks  be  unto  God  who  hath  not  left  himself  without  a  wit- 
ness ;  we  are  not  a  forsaken  people,  but  his  Spirit  is  yet  striving 
with  us,  in  order  to  gather  us  into  the  blessed  fold  of  unity. 

Therefore,  dear  Friends,  let  us  leave  the  things  that  are  behind, 
and  press  forward,  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high 
calling;  that  we  may  know  of  a  reconciliation  unto  God,  and 
one  unto  another,  by  co-operating  with  the  Spirit  of  his  love ! 
which  would  gather  us  into  a  happy  union  and  communion  of 
soul,  whereby  his  living  ministers  would  be  strengthened  to  preach 
the  word  of  life  and  salvation,  as  in  the  beginning,  when  He 
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wrought  mightily  through  them,  to  the  convincing  of  gainsayers, 
and  the  conversion  of  sinners. 

Ah,  what  shall  we  not  lose  by  becoming  alienated  from  God, 
and  one  from  another  ?  0,  that  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  might 
prevail  with  us,  to  the  uniting  of  our  hearts  together  in  Him,  who  is 
head  over  all  things  to  his  own  church,  and  who  willeth  not  that 
the  bond  of  our  union  should  be  broken  ;  but  rather  that  we  should 
become  more  closely  united  together,  in  travail  of  spirit  for  the 
welfare  of  Zion,  and  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.  0,  let  us  bear  in 
mind  our  solemn  responsibility  to  the  great  Head  of  the  church, 
who  in  the  beginning  gathered  us  out  of  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
to  testify  of  his  goodness  and  power,  that  we  might  become  as  an 
ensign  to  those  round  about  us  ;  as  way-marks  to  the  people  of 
the  earth,  with  whom  the  idolatry  of  covetousness  had  prevailed, 
to  the  begetting  of  a  love  of  a  fleshly  dominion,  authority,  and 
power,  which  led  them  into  bloodshed,  contention,  and  persecution, 
to  the  destruction  of  that  peace  and  happiness  which  we  were 
created  to  enjoy. 

0  let  us  not  go  back  to  that  spirit  from  which  our  forefathers 
were  so  signally  and  mercifully  gathered,  lest  through  envy,  con- 
tention, and  strife,  we  are  brought  into  suffering  and  confusion,  to 
our  sorrow  and  shame ;  for  we  cannot  serve  our  own  wills  and 
Him  who  hath  called  us  with  high  and  holy  calling.  He  whom 
we  profess  to  follow  came  not  to  seek  his  own  will,  but  to  do  and 
to  suffer  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  him ;  He  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance,  and  for  this  end  he  laboured, 
suffered,  and  died,  not  returning  railing  for  railing,  evil  for  evil ; 
but  contrariwise,  he  prayed  for  his  persecutors,  and  endured  the 
contradiction  of  sinners,  seeking  not  theirs,  but  them,  that  he 
might  redeem  them  from  all  unrighteousness,  and  present  them 
faultless  before  his  Father  in  heaven. 

Now,  my  dear  Friends,  if  we  profess  him  as  our  pattern,  let  us 
seek  to  follow  his  example  of  humility,  patience,  and  forbearance, 
and  not  be  striving  to  avenge  ourselves  in  the  spirit  of  vindic- 
tiveness  and  retaliation,  for  this  is  opposed  to  the  Spirit  of  life 
and  salvation,  which  we  profess  as  our  help  and  guide.  0  let  us 
not  listen  to  the  reasoner,  who  would  fain  have  us  to  believe  that 
contention  and  strife  are  the  legitimate  fruits  of  righteousness. 
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But  what  saith  the  Scriptures?  "  The  servant  of  the  Lord  must 
not  strive  ;  but  be  gentle  to  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meek- 
ness instructing  them  that  oppose  themselves ;  if  God  peradven- 
ture  will  give  them  repentance,  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth, 
and  that  they  may  recover  themselves  out  of  the  snare  of  the 
devil,  who  are  taken  captive  to  him  at  his  will." 

And  the  Apostle  addressed  his  fellow-believer  on  this  wise: 
"  Be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus ;  endure  hard- 
ness as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  that  warreth  en- 
tangleth  himself  with  the  affairs  of  this  life ;  that  he  may  please 
him  who  hath  chosen  him  to  be  a  soldier.  Of  these  things  put 
them  in  remembrance,  charging  them  before  the  Lord,  that  they 
strive  not  about  words  to  no  profit,  but  to  the  subverting  of  the 
hearers.  Shun  profane  and  vain  babblings ;  for  they  will  in- 
crease unto  more  ungodliness,  and  their  word  will  eat  as  doth  a 
canker.  Of  whom  is  Hymeneus,  and  Philetus ;  who  concerning 
the  truth  have  erred,  saying  that  the  resurrection  is  past  al- 
ready; and  overthrow  the  faith  of  some.  Nevertheless  the 
foundation  of  God  standeth  sure :  having  this  seal,  the  Lord 
Jcnoweth  them  that  are  his.  Let  every  one  that  nameth  the 
name  of  Christ  depart  from  iniquity.  Flee  also  youthful 
lusts ;  but  follow  righteousness,  faith,  charity,  peace,  with  them 
that  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart ;  but  foolish  and  un- 
learned questions  avoid,  knowing  that  they  do  gender  strifes." 

And  he  forewarned  him  of  times  that  should  come,  saying : 
"  This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times  shall  come ; 
for  men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters, 
proud,  blasphemers,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  affection, 
truce-breakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  despisers  of 
those  that  are  good ;  traitors,  heady,  high-minded,  lovers  of  plea- 
sure more  than  lovers  of  God,  having  a  form  of  godliness,  but 
denying  the  power  thereof,  ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Now  as  Jannes  and  Jambres  with- 
stood Moses,  so  do  these  also  resist  the  truth.  But  they  shall 
proceed  no  further,  for  their  folly  shall  be  manifest  unto  all  men, 
as  theirs  also  was." 

0,  let  us  submit  to  the  teachings,  leadings,  and  government  of 
the  Spirit  of  Truth,  according  to  our  professions,  that  we  may  es- 
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cape  the  woe  pronounced  upon  the  hypocrite,  who  "  by  good  words 
and  fair  speeches,  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple;  and  glory  in 
appearance,  and  not  in  heart ;  neglecting  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  judgment,  and  of  faith."  0,  it  is  a  time  of  suffering  and 
sifting  in  the  church,  but  let  us  keep  in  the  faith  and  patience, 
waiting  upon  the  Lord,  that  we  may  behold  his  salvation ;  and  not 
striving  in  our  own  wills  to  hasten  our  deliverance  before  it  may 
please  him  to  pronounce  "It  is  enough."  Let  patience  have  its 
perfect  work,  that  we  may  be  brought  forth  out  of  the  furnace 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  purified ;  prepared  to  reflect  the  image 
of  Him  who  hath  created  us,  for  the  purpose  of  his  own  glory." 

If  the  crown  of  pride  could  only  be  laid  low,  and  the  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  pure  wisdom  be  allowed  to  prevail,  the  wall  of 
partition  by  which  we  are  divided  would  be  removed,  and  we 
should  again  be  permitted  to  rejoice  together  in  the  exaltation  and 
triumph  of  Truth,  as  in  former  days  ;  when,  suffering  by  the  cruel 
hand  of  persecution,  we,  as  a  people,  were  humbled  and  contrited 
before  the  Lord,  in  view  of  his  wonderful  deliverances  ;  and,  by 
the  pressure  from  without,  we  were  brought  more  closely  together, 
in  unity  of  spirit,  one  with  another.  But  this  now  being  removed 
we  are  bursting  asunder  by  the  force  of  contending  elements 
within,  which,  by  the  power  of  the  enemy,  have  so  increased  in 
strength,  that  the  trial  of  the  truly  faithful  soul  is  as  great  as 
when  the  storm  and  tempest  prevailed  without.  But  the  end  of 
these  things  must  come ;  and  happy  will  it  be  for  those  who  are 
engaged  in  hastening  its  approach  by  self-examination  and  true 
repentance. 

Dear  Friends,  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  lest  your  hearts  become  defiled  by  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  which  choketh,  eateth  out,  and  destroyeth  the  good  seed 
of  life  and  salvation,  which  we  profess  to  cherish  as  our  only  hope. 
With  God  all  things  are  possible,  therefore  let  none  be  looking 
too  much  on  the  dark  side,  for  his  grace  is  sufficient  for  us,  if  our 
trust  is  in  Him.  Let  none  therefore  be  saying  that  the  restora- 
tion of  unity  and  harmony  cannot  be  effected,  lest  we  be  judged 
for  our  unbelief  and  the  thing  that  we  greatly  fear  be  permitted 
to  come  upon  us ;  for  as  we  believe,  so  will  it  be  done  to  us  ;  and  if 
our  faith  is  in  Christ,  our  holy  Redeemer  and  Head,  he  will  work 
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in  us  and  for  us,  to  the  subduing  of  all  our  enemies,  both  from 
within  and  without.  Brethren,  "know  ye  not  that  Christ  is  in 
you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?"  and  if  Christ  is  in  you,  then  will 
your  hearts  become  a  place  of  spiritual  offering,  as  it  is  written, 
"  My  house  is  a  house  of  prayer." 

But  if  Christ  is  shut  out  of  our  hearts,  by  the  entertaining  of 
other  guests ;  if  the  love  and  worship  of  other  things,  have  found 
a  place  therein;  then  shall  we  become  separated  from  Him, 
and  one  from  another.  Therefore,  dear  Friends,  quench  not  the 
Spirit  by  any  other  love ;  by  departing  from  the  humility  and 
meekness  of  the  dear  Son  of  God,  lest  we  become  exalted  in  our 
minds  above  the  pure  witness  of  Truth,  thinking  we  are  some- 
thing, when  we  are  nothing ;  and  thus  become  seekers  of  our 
own,  to  the  begetting  of  contention  and  strife  for  the  obtaining 
of  lordship  and  masteries. 

Oh,  keep  humble,  and  then  the  Lord  will  exalt  you  in  due  time, 
but  if  ye  exalt  yourselves,  you  will  surely  be  abased.  "When 
Ephraim  spake  trembling,  he  exalted  himself  in  Israel,  but  when 
he  offended  in  Baal  he  died  ;"  and  this  will  be  found  to  be  the  ex- 
perience of  all,  who  know  of  falling  from  a  state  of  humble  watch- 
fulness, into  the  spirit  of  pride  and  self-exaltation,  saying  in  the 
language  of  conduct,  "  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  rule  over  us ;" 
they  will  become  dead  as  it  respects  the  bringing  forth  of  accep- 
table fruit  to  the  praise  of  the  great  Husbandman,  whose  works 
alone  can  praise  him.  Let  us  then  endeavor  to  cleave  unto  God, 
that  he  may  cleave  unto  us,  lest  he  cast  us  off  forever,  as  fruitless 
branches  and  cumberers  of  the  ground. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  Devil  to  endeavor  to  interrupt  our  com- 
munion with  God,  and  one  with  another,  as  a  means  of  accom- 
plishing his  greatest  end,  even  the  destruction  of  our  soul's  peace, 
and  the  scattering  of  the  sheep,  to  the  dividing  of  the  church. 
In  unity  alone  is  our  strength,  for  if  we  dwell  not  in  the  Head, 
whereby  we  are  secretly  united  one  unto  another,  where  is  the 
foundation  of  our  hope  ?  "  Dear  Friends,  keep  in  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  grow  up  in  it ;  for  whilst  the 
churches  kept  in  the  purity,  they  were  in  the  greatest  unity ;  here 
they  were  with  one  accord,  and  great  grace  was  upon  them,  un- 
der the  dominion  and  beauty  of  the  glorious  power  of  the  Lord ; 
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for  Zion  is  not  at  enmity  with  itself,  and  the  body  edifies  itself  with 
love.  But  when  the  enemy  prevailed,  to  draw  out  of  the  love  of 
Christ  Jesus,  where  all  the  number  that  hold  the  Head  are  knit 
together,  as  with  joints  and  bands,  then  other  fruits  appeared." 

"  It  is  not  keeping  up  an  outward  knowledge  or  belief  con- 
cerning things,  that  unites,  nor  keeping  up  an  outward  conformity 
in  actions,  &c,  for  these  may  be  held  and  done  by  another  part 
in  man,  and  in  another  nature  than  the  life  and  power  of  the  spirit 
of  the  body ;  but  it  is  by  keeping  and  acting  in  that,  by  which  the 
spirits  or  souls  of  creatures  are  begotten  by  the  one  power,  into 
the  one  life.  In  this  there  is  neither  matter  nor  room  for  divi- 
sion ;  and  he  that  is  within  these  limits,  cannot  but  be  found  in 
the  oneness.  The  doing  the  same  thing,  the  thinking  the  same 
thing,  the  speaking  the  same  thing,  doth  not  unite  here  in  this 
state,  in  this  nature ;  but  only  the  doing,  or  thinking,  or 
speaking  in  the  same  life.  Yea,  though  the  doings,  or  thoughts, 
or  words  be  divers  ;  yet  if  they  proceed  from  the  same  principle 
and  nature,  there  is  a  true  unity  felt  therein,  where  the  life  alone 
is  the  judge.  But  when  anything  of  the  earthly  or  sensual  part 
comes  between  the  soul  and  the  life,  this  interrupts  the  soul's 
unity  with  the  life  itself ;  and  also  interrupts  its  unity  with  the 
life  in  others,  and  the  unity  of  the  life  in  others  with  it. 

"  In  the  Lord  alone  is  the  recovery  of  Israel,  from  any  degree 
of  loss  in  any  kind  at  any  time ;  who  alone  can  teach  to  retire 
into,  and  to  be  found  in  that  wherein  the  unity  is,  and  stands,  and 
into  which  division  cannot  enter.  This  is  the  way  of  restoring 
unity  to  Israel,  upon  the  sense  of  any  want  thereof;  even 
every  one,  through  the  Lord's  help,  retiring  in  his  own  particu- 
lar, and  furthering  the  retirings  of  others  to  the  principle  of  life, 
that  every  one  there  may  feel  the  washing  from  what  hath  in 
any  measure  corrupted.  From  this,  the  true  and  lasting  unity 
will  spring  amain,  to  the  gladdening  of  all  hearts  that  know  the 
sweetness  of  it,  and  who  cannot  most  earnestly  desire  it.  Oh  ! 
mark,  therefore  !  the  way  is  not  by  striving  to  beget  unto  one  and 
the  same  apprehension  concerning  things,  nor  by  endeavoring  to 
bring  into  one  and  the  same  practice  ;  but  by  alluring  and  draw- 
ing unto  that  wherein  the  unity  consists,  and  which  brings  it  forth 
in  the  vessels  which  are  seasoned  therewith,  and  ordered  thereby. 
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The  author  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  mentions  four  means 
which  he  had  found  helpful  to  preserve  him  in  unity  with  the 
body.  "  The  first,"  says  he,  "  is  the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord;  the 
second,  humility  of  heart  ;  the  third,  sobriety  of  judgment.  Not 
to  set  up  mine  own  judgment  or  that  which  I  count  the  judgment 
of  life  in  me,  above  the  judgment  of  others,  or  that  which  is  in- 
deed life  in  others.  For  the  Lord  hath  appeared  to  others  as  well 
as  to  me  ;  yea,  there  are  others  who  are  in  the  purity  and  domi- 
nion of  his  life  far  beyond  me."  The  last-mentioned  means  are, 
tenderness,  meekness ,  coolness,  and  stillness  of  spirit.  "  These," 
he  declares,  "  are  of  a  uniting,  preserving  nature.  He  that  dif- 
fers from  the  body,  cannot  be  thus  ;  and  he  that  is  thus,  cannot 
rend  or  divide." 

"  Now,  dear  Friends,  as  the  pure  unity  of  the  churches  is  in  the 
Spirit,  where  all  have  unity  with  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  with 
one  another  in  his  Spirit,  keep  in  the  name  and  pure  fear  of  the 
Most  High,  and  grow  up  in  the  sweet  nurture  and  wisdom  of  the 
Ancient  of  Days,  and  watch  against  the  least  appearance  of  that 
which  would  break  your  unity ;  and  if  anything  of  this  nature 
hath  broken  in  anywhere,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God,  let  it  be 
driven  out  of  the  camp,  it  being  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of 
Zion's  peace  and  growth :  for  unity  is  our  strength  ;  and  keeping 
our  ranks  here,  all  the  enemy's  endeavors  without,  will  not  be 
able  to  prevail.  Friends,  dwell  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  which 
keeps  in  a  sound  judgment,  and  spiritual  discerning  where  no 
wrath,  fleshly  passions,  envyings,  or  emulation  can  have  any 
place ;  for  as  all  grow  up  in  the  Divine  nature,  in  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  no  strife  and  division  can  have  room.  He  said  to  Lot, 
"  Let  there  be  no  strife  between  us,  for  we  are  brethren  ;  if  thou 
wilt  take  the  right  hand,  I  will  take  the  left ;  and  if  thou  wilt  go 
to  the  left,  I  will  .go  to  the  right.  And  here  all  controversies  are 
ended  and  shut  out." 

There  have  been  borne  many  concurring  testimonies,  in  days 
that  are  past,  to  the  beauty  and  virtue  of  spiritual  unity  and  har- 
mony in  the  church ;  but  these  have  ever  had  their  enemies,  who 
would  willingly  behold  the  reign  of  discord  and  anarchy,  rather 
than  yield  their  own  selfish  wills,  preferring  the  way  of  the  wicked, 
which  the  Lord  turneth  upside  down,  to  the  peaceable  way  of 
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righteousness,  which  is  found  in  humility  and  meekness,  the  fruits 
of  a  living  faith.  But  let  us  remember,  that  one  of  the  seven 
things  which  the  Lord  doth  hate,  is  he  that  soweth  discord  among 
brethren.  "  These  six  things  doth  the  Lord  hate  ;  yea,  seven  are 
an  abomination  unto  him :  a  proud  look,  a  lying  tongue,  and 
hands  that  shed  innocent  blood  ;  a  heart  that  deviseth  wicked  ima- 
ginations, feet  that  be  swift  in  running  to  mischief,  a  false  witness 
that  speaketh  lies,  and  he  that  soweth  discord  among  brethren." 

"He  that  taketh  the  sword,  shall  perish  by  the  sword,"  but 
unto  them  that  wait  for  it,  shall  be  given  the  sword  of  the  Spirit 
of  peace,  which  shall  enable  them  to  overcome  all  their  enemies, 
both  from  within  and  without,  in  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of 
pure  wisdom,  which  gathers  unto  Christ,  the  Captain  of  our  salva- 
tion, through  the  exercise  of  that  love  which  flows  from  Him,  as 
a  drawing  and  uniting  cord,  and  also  as  a  flaming  sword  against 
the  transgressing  nature.  Nothing  but  the  Spirit  of  Christ  can 
gather  and  unite  unto  him,  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  him 
scattereth  abroad ;  therefore,  dear  Friends,  "  let  us  try  the  spirits, 
whether  they  are  of  Grod;  for  every  spirit  that  confesseth  not  that 
Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  is  not  of  God ;  and  if  Christ  is  not  in 
us,  then  are  we  none  of  his."  But  if  happily  we  are  united  unto 
Him,  we  shall  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  our  spirits,  and  the  example  and  labor  of  our  lives,  we 
shall  be  made  instrumental  in  strengthening  the  bond  of  perfect- 
ness  in  others,  so  that  we  may  become  bound  up  in  the  one  bundle 
of  life  and  love,  to  the  bringing  forth  of  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness. 

According  to  the  promise  made  to  Israel  of  old,  who,  by  turn- 
ing away  from  the  commandments  of  the  Most  High,  to  serve 
the  gods  of  the  nations  round  about  them,  were  smitten  with 
curses,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  us  —  upon  whom  He  hath 
stretched  out  the  line  of  confusion,  and  the  stones  of  emptiness, — 
if  we  will  only  turn  away  from  our  high  thoughts,  and  lofty 
imaginations,  and  obey  his  voice,  according  to  all  that  he  shall 
command,  with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our  soul.  "  Then  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity,  and  have  compassion  upon 
thee,  and  will  return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the  nations, 
whither  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  scattered  thee.      If  any  of  thine 
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be  driven  out  into  the  uttermost  parts  of  heaven,  from  thence 
will  the  Lord  thy  God  gather  thee,  and  from  thence  will  he  fetch 
thee :  and  will  bring  thee  into  the  land  which  thy  fathers  pos- 
sessed, and  thou  shalt  possess  it :  and  he  will  do  thee  good,  and 
multiply  thee  above  thy  fathers.  He  will  make  thee  plenteous  in 
every  work  of  thine  hand,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  for  good : 
for  the  Lord  will  again  rejoice  over  thee,  for  good,  if  thou  wilt 
hearken  unto  his  voice,  to  keep  his  commandments  and  statutes. 
For  this  commandment,  which  I  command  thee,  is  not  hidden 
from  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off.  But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto 
thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it. 
But  if  thine  heart  turn  away,  so  that  thou  wilt  not  hear,  but 
shalt  be  drawn  away,  and  worship  other  gods,  and  serve  them, 
ye  shall  surely  perish,  and  shall  not  prolong  your  days  upon  the 
land  whither  thou  passest  over  Jordan  to  possess  it." 

This  faithful  covenant  of  the  Most  High  with  his  people 
formerly,  is  doubtless  applicable  to  us  of  the  present  day,  and  if 
we  are  concerned  to  live  in  the  faith  of  our  forefathers,  main- 
taining a  consistent  and  holy  walk  before  him,  in  humble  fear,  he 
will  yet  build  up  Jerusalem,  and  gather  together  the  outcasts  of 
Israel  and  the  dispersed  of  Judah,  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  "  The  envy  also  of  Ephraim  shall  depart,  and  the  adver- 
saries of  Judah  shall  be  cut  off;  Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah, 
and  Judah  shall  not  vex  Ephraim,  and  there  shall  be  an  highway 
for  the  remnant  of  his  people,  like  as  it  was  to  Israel,  in  the  day 
that  he  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 

In  that  love  which  hopeth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  and 
which  would  gather  all  unto  one  fold  of  life  and  peace,  may  we 
not  be  encouraged  with  the  assurance,  that  as  we  patiently  en- 
dure the  turnings  and  overturnings  of  the  Holy  Hand  upon  us — 
confiding  in  his  mercy — he  will  yet  arise  for  our  help  and  resto- 
ration, to  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  He  will 
have  a  tried  people  to  serve  him,  and  they  that  endure  the  sitt- 
ings to  the  end,  shall  be  saved,  as  wheat  from  the  chaff,  which 
the  wind  bloweth  away,  not  one  grain  of  which  shall  ever  be  lost. 

"  In  quietness  and  confidence  shall  thy  strength  be :  in  return- 
ing and  rest  shall  ye  be  saved ;  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judg- 
ment: blessed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him."     Our  safety  is 
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not  in  flight,  but  in  patient  endurance,  suffering  with  Christ  for 
his  body,  the  church's  sake;  for,  if  we  suffer  not  with  him, 
neither  shall  we  reign  with  him.  Therefore,  let  us  seek  to  bear 
the  infirmities  of  others,  hoping,  bj  the  power  of  his  life  in  us,  to 
be  enabled  to  overcome,  and  subject  evil.  "  Resist  not  evil,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good;"  for  this  is  the  only  sure  triumph,  by 
which  the  mouths  of  gainsayers  can  be  stopped,  and  the  hearts 
of  the  rebellious  availingly  reached,  to  their  convincement  of  the 
power  of  Truth,  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

The  doctrine  of  greater  liberty  and  light,  than  was  known  in 
former  days,  when  our  worthy  forefathers  were  raised  up  by  the 
same  Power  in  which  we  profess  to  believe,  has  found  its  way 
amongst  us,  and  in  proportion  to  the  entertainment,  and  carrying 
out  of  this  view,  will  be  our  decline  as  a  Religious  Society.  If 
the  spirit  of  the  world  is  allowed  to  prevail,  causing  us  to  adopt 
its  manners,  maxims,  and  customs,  in  vain  may  we  look  for  the 
blessing  of  preservation ;  for  "  such  as  we  sow,  shall  we  also  reap, 
with  what  judgment  we  judge,  shall  we  be  judged,  and  with  what 
measure  we  mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  us  again."  How  im- 
portant, therefore,  that  we  sow  to  the  Spirit,  and  not  to  the  flesh, 
that  we  should  judge  and  measure,  according  to  the  judgment  and 
balance  of  Truth ;  and  in  our  dealings,  one  with  another,  "  see 
that  we  hurt  not  the  oil  and  the  wine," — mixing  mercy  with  jus- 
tice, and  with  the  wisdom  of  serpents,  combining  the  innocency 
of  doves — before  the  unalterable  sentence  may  be  pronounced. 
"  He  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust  still ;  and  he  that  is  filthy, 
let  him  be  filthy  still ;  and  he  that  is  righteous,  let  him  be  right- 
eous still ;  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be  holy  still." 

If  we  turn  back  again  into  Egypt,  we  must  expect  to  partake 
of  her  darkness,  and  her  plagues,  by  the  revelation  of  the  wrath 
of  God,  against  all  unrighteousness.  If  we  take  counsel,  and 
cover  with  a  covering,  but  not  of  the  Spirit  of  our  profession,  and 
strengthen  ourselves  in  the  strength  of  Pharaoh — trusting  in  the 
shadow  of  Egypt — our  wisdom  and  strength,  and  our  covering 
and  confidence,  will  be  our  confusion  and  shame.  But  if  we  will 
only  turn  again  unto  Him,  from  whom  we  have  deeply  revolted, 
and  cast  away  our  idols  of  gold,  and  our  idols  of  silver ;  our 
carnal  wills,  and  fleshly  wisdom  and  zeal ;  then  shall  we  find  the 
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work  of  righteousness  to  be  peace,  and  the  effect  thereof  quiet- 
ness and  assurance  forever ;  then  shall  we  cease  to  conceive  chaff, 
and  bring  forth  stubble ;  and  our  breath,  as  fire,  will  no  longer 
continue  to  devour  us  ;  then  shall  we  have  found  that  high  and 
holy  way  which  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  over,  and  where  no 
lion,  nor  any  ravenous  beast  shall  enter  ;  and  then  shall  we  be 
made  instrumental  in  hastening  the  approach  of  that  day  when 
"  swords  shall  be  beaten  into  plow-shares,  and  spears  into  prun- 
ing-hooks,  and  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more."  Ephraim  shall  not  envy 
Judah,  and  Judah  shall  not  vex  Ephraim,  and  there  shall  be  a 
highway  for  the  remnant  of  the  people  of  the  Lord ;  like  as  it 
was  to  Israel,  in  the  day  that  he  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 
Let  us  look  at  these  things,  dear  friends,  and  see  for  ourselves, 
how  far  we  are  answering  the  design  of  our  Holy  Head,  in 
gathering  us  out  of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  testify  of  the 
power  and  goodness  of  God — as  manifested  by  the  Spirit  of  his 
dear  Son,  to  all  his  faithful  followers — in  preserving  his  depen- 
dent children  in  unity,  one  with  another  in  Him,  and  from  the 
evils  that  are  in  the  world,  through  the  temptation  of  the  devil, 
who  has  hitherto  wrought  against  God,  by  exalting  his  creatures 
above  their  proper  sphere,  thereby  causing  jarring,  contention, 
envy  and  strife,  to  the  begetting  of  confusion,  and  every  evil 
work.  Are  we  listening  to  the  voice  of  Satan,  or  to  the  voice  of 
God  ?  is  our  armor  like  that  of  Saul,  or  have  we  on  "  the  breast- 
plate of  righteousness,  and  for  a  helmet,  the  hope  of  salvation  ?" 
Are  we  seeking  the  gratification  of  our  own  wills  and  desires,  or 
the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  by  the  exercise  of 
that  meekness,  patience,  long-suffering,  forbearance,  and  love,  of 
which  he  was  our  holy  example — enduring  the  contradiction  of 
sinners,  and  suffering  even  an  ignominious  death  for  their  sakes ; 
for  he  sought  not  their  destruction,  but  rather  the  salvation  of 
their  souls ;  not  his  own  will,  but  the  will  of  his  Father  in  heaven  ? 
For  "  his  servants  we  are,  to  whom  we  yield  ourselves  servants  to 
obey,  whether  of  sin  unto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto  righteous- 
ness; and  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God,  is 
eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord;"  without  whose 
Spirit,  we  are  none  of  his,  let  our  name  or  profession  to  religion 
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be  what  it  may ;  for  there  is  no  covering  that  can  hide  our  real 
condition  from  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  whose  "  foundation  stand- 
eth  sure,  having  this  seal:  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his." 
But  the  jarrings,  commotions,  and  divisions  amongst  us,  have 
manifested,  even  to  the  world — and  this  to  our  discredit  and 
shame — that  we  have  partaken  of  its  spirit,  and  are  therefore  at 
war,  one  with  another ;  and  while  this  is  the  case,  how  can  we  be 
engaged  in  extending  the  invitation  to  others,  "  Come,  and  let  us 
go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  house  of  the  God 
of  Jacob :  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in 
his  paths." 

And  the  general  lapse  from  primitive  faith  and  purity  is  now 
an  occasion  of  concern  and  alarm,  to  all  the  truly  awakened  and 
exercised  followers  of  a  meek  and  crucified  Saviour,  who  go 
mourning  on  their  way,  secretly  crying  unto  the  Lord,  "  Spare 
thy  people,  0,  Lord,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach,  that 
the  heathen  should  rule  over  them."  On  the  one  hand,  we  be- 
hold a  dependence  upon  the  works  of  the  flesh,  to  deliver  from 
the  bondage  of  sin ;  and  on  the  other,  a  trust  in  what  has  been 
done  for  us,  without  us,  to  the  rejection  of  the  Spirit  within  ;  and 
thus  are  we  divided  one  from  another,  and  separated  from  our 
Holy  Head,  being  the  enemies  of  Christ,  whose  second  appear- 
ance, without  sin  unto  salvation,  we  are  practically  denying, 
"  changing  the  glory  of  the  uncorruptible  God,  into  an  image 
like  to  corruptible  man,  and  worshipping,  and  serving  the  crea- 
ture, more  than  the  Creator." 

Oh,  this  man-worship !  what  damage  has  it  done  to  us,  as  a 
people  !  in  destroying  the  precious  life  of  the  Spirit,  in  our  souls, 
causing  us  to  rest  our  hope  upon  the  wisdom  and  power  of  the 
flesh,  instead  of  turning  inward  to  the  light  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  Grace ;  which,  through  faith,  is  able  to  save,  even  to 
the  uttermost.  The  gifts,  and  the  gifted,  have  been  exalted  above 
the  Giver,  and  by  flattery,  favor,  and  praise,  even  the  chosen 
instruments  of  the  Most  High,  have  been  drawn  aside  from  that 
precious  and  lowly  state  of  mind,  in  which  they  once  spake 
trembling ;  into  self-confidence,  and  self-sufficiency,  whereby  they 
have  lost  the  savor  of  life,  and  become  "  as  sounding  brass,  or  a 
tinkling  cymbal."     Being  puffed  up  by  their  own  wisdom  and 
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knowledge,  they  have  ceased  to  rejoice  in  the  truth,  and  are  seek- 
ing their  own  honor,  among  men,  and  not  the  honor  which  cometh 
from  God  alone.  But,  said  our  blessed  Kedeemer,  "How  can  ye 
believe,  who  receive  honor  one  of  another?" 

In  view  of  these  things,  minds  have  been  sorrowfully  affected,  and 
the  desire  has  been  raised  within  me,  that  we  might  be  persuaded 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  to  turn  away  from  all  those  things  which 
stand  opposed  to  our  unity  with  Christ,  and  one  with  another  in 
him,  as  our  Holy  High  Priest,  and  Head ;  our  only  Lawgiver, 
Judge,  and  King,  in  whom  alone  we  can  be  saved  from  the  wreck 
which  seems  now  to  threaten ;  for,  if  we  will  but  arise  from  our 
earthly  dependence  and  rest,  and  call  mightily  upon  the  good 
Master  of  the  vessel,  his  voice  will  yet  be  heard  amidst  the  raging 
of  the  storm,  saying,  "Peace,  be  still,"  and  there  shall  yet  be  a 
great  calm,  to  our  wonder  and  admiration.  Therefore,  let  us  not 
be  faithless,  but  believing,  for  his  ear  has  not  grown  heavy  that 
he  cannot  hear,  neither  is  his  arm  shortened  that  he  cannot  save, 
but  with  him  all  things  are  possible.  He  can  make  a  way  where 
there  seems  to  be  no  way,  for  "man's  extremity  is  God's  oppor- 
tunity," and  as  we  are  engaged  in  crying  and  cleaving  unto  him, 
he  will  rebuke  the  winds  and  the  waves,  to  the  saving  of  the 
vessel. 

Let  us,  then,  dear  friends,  as  the  heart  of  one  man,  unite  to- 
gether in  living  and  fervent  prayer  unto  God,  the  Father  and 
Fountain  of  all  our  sure  mercies,  that  he  would  look  down  with 
an  eye  of  compassion  upon  us,  who  have  strayed  from  the  fold 
of  Christ,  our  only  Shepherd,  unto  a  waste  and  barren  wilder- 
ness, where  the  wild  beasts  do  roar,  and  threaten  to  devour — re- 
membering that  it  is  our  iniquities  that  have  separated  between 
us  and  our  God,  and  our  sins  that  have  hid  his  face  from  us,  and 
bringing  all  our  fleshly  weapons,  and  earthly  crowns,  and  sur- 
rendering them  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  ; 
then  will  he  arise  for  our  help,  and  scatter  all  our  enemies — 
rebuking  the  devourer  for  our  sakes — and  in  a  marvellous  man- 
ner, work  for  us  our  deliverance  from  envy,  contention,  and 
strife,  and  the  remainder  of  wrath  he  will  restrain. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  when  we 
have  been  sufficiently  shaken  and  sifted,  to  gather  again  that 
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which  remains  of  the  true  seed  into  his  own  hand,  that  he  may 
more  eminently  exalt  himself  by  his  own  power,  having  con- 
vinced us  of  our  impotency  and  entire  dependence  upon  him,  to 
enable  us  to  perform  every  good  word  and  work.  But  the  chaff 
will  he  continue  to  scatter  to  the  wind,  and  it  shall  be  carried 
away.  The  wisdom  and  righteousness  of  men  cannot  endure  the 
trial  of  fire,  which  shall  try  every  man's  work,  of  what  sort 
soever  it  is ;  and  as  we  depart  from  the  true  witness  for  God  in 
ourselves,  we  shall  fall  into  error  and  condemnation.  The  purity 
of  Divine  wisdom  cannot  be  maintained  in  a  divided  heart,  and 
it  is  only  by  keeping  a  single  eye  to  the  direction  of  Truth,  that 
we  can  ever  experience  a  settlement  upon  the  sure  foundation. 

If  we  open  our  ears  to  the  suggestions  of  human  reason,  we 
may,  through  the  subtlety  of  the  enemy,  be  led  into  a  way  that 
seemeth  right,  the  end  whereof  are  the  ways  of  death ;  and  in- 
stead of  being  gathered  from  the  lo  heres,  and  the  lo  theres,  into 
the  quiet  habitation  of  truthful  repose,  our  minds  will  be  suffered 
to  wander  far  away  from  the  strong  tower  of  safety,  into  the 
vanity  of  human  dependence — trusting  in  our  own  works  for  the 
security  of  peace.  By  thus  doing  we  shall  forsake  our  own 
mercies,  and  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  wind  of  doctrine ;  and  may 
even  be  led  to  believe  that  some  new  way  to  the  crown  of  life  has 
been  found,  in  which  the  cross  to  our  own  wills  and  inclinations 
is  not  known ;  and  so,  from  step  to  step,  be  led  to  join  hands 
with  those  who  are  engaged,  as  it  were,  in  building  a  tower, 
which,  in  their  imaginations,  shall  reach  unto  heaven ;  but  the 
wisdom  of  these  will  be  confounded,  and  their  exaltation  turned 
into  sorrowful  abasement.  Therefore,  as  we  desire  the  restora- 
tion and  continuation  of  harmony,  let  us  rally  to  the  only  true 
standard,  around  which  our  worthy  forefathers  were  gathered,  as 
a  testimony  of  their  allegiance  to  him,  by  whom  they  were  chosen 
"  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works." 

"  For  a  small  moment  have  I  forsaken  thee,  but  with  great 
mercies  will  I  gather  thee ;  incline  your  ear  and  come  unto  me, 
and  your  soul  shall  live." 

What  we  want  among  us,  dear  Friends,  is  more  of  a  living  exer- 
cise and  travail  of  spirit  for  the  welfare  of  Zio.n  ;  communing  with 
our  oivn  hearts,  and  with  our  spirits,  making  diligent  search ;  con- 
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fessing  our  faults  one  unto  another,  and  praying  one  for  another 
that  we  might  be  healed ;  remembering  that  greater  is  he  that  is 
in  his  faithful  children,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world ;  and  less  of 
the  disposition  to  suit  our  doctrines  to  our  practice,  or  to  look 
abroad  out  of  ourselves  for  the  cause  and  remedy  of  the  difficulty 
in  which,  through  unfaithfulness,  we  are  now  involved,  and  in 
the  cause  of  which  we  have  all  participated,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent. 

"  0,  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself;"  but  saith  He,  who 
commanded  deliverances  for  Jacob,  and  wrought  wonders  in 
Egypt,  "  in  me  is  thy  help."  It  is  only  through  individual  faith- 
fulness that  the  church  can  be  restored  to  its  wonted  harmony, 
for  we  have  all  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  it 
is  for  this  cause  that  He  hath  arisen  to  shake  terribly  the  earth, 
that  our  trust  and  confidence  might  be  in  Him  alone.  Let  us 
therefore,  dear  Friends,  humble  ourselves  under  his  mighty  hand, 
remembering  that  after  having  done  the  will  of  God,  we  have  need 
of  patience  ;  and  be  willing  to  stand  in  the  gap,  even  as  Moses  did 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  until  the  breach  which  the  enemy  hath 
made  may  be  healed,  by  the  restoration  of  that  love  and  unity 
which  once  characterized  us  as  a  people,  that  it  may  not  be  said 
of  us,  "I  sought  for  a  man  among  them  that  should  stand  in  the 
gap  before  me  for  the  land,  until  the  breach  be  made  up,  that  I 
should  not  destroy  it,  but  I  found  none ;"  for  the  true  mother  of 
the  living  child  will  ever  be  pleading  for  its  precious  life,  which 
can  only  be  preserved  by  an  undivided  body,  that  holdeth  the 
head  from  which  nourishment  is  ministered  by  joints  and  bands, 
causing  it  to  increase  in  the  increase  of  God. 

In  unity  is  our  strength,  for  a  house  divided  against  itself  can- 
not stand,  and  the  sowing  of  discord  among  brethren  is  one  of  the 
same  things  which  the  Lord  doth  hate,  and  for  which  those  that 
are  engaged  therein  shall  be  judged  by  the  revelation  of  his  wrath 
against  all  unrighteousness,  which  is  sin.  "  Have  we  not  all  one 
Father  ?  hath  not  one  God  created  us  ?  Why  then  do  we  deal 
treacherously  every  man  against  his  brother,  by  profaning  the 
covenant  of  our  fathers  ?  for  the  Lord  will  cut  off  the  man  that 
doeth  this,  the  master  and  scholar,  out  of  the  tabernacles  of 
Jacob,  and  will  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and 
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the  heart  of  the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  He  come  and  smite 
the  earth  with  a  curse,  and  make  us  contemptible  and  base  before 
all  the  people,  according  as  we  have  not  kept  his  ways,  but  have 
been  partial  in  the  law,"  causing  many  to  stumble  thereat. 

Saith  the  Lord,  of  Levi,  "  My  covenant  was  with  him  of  life 
and  peace  ;  and  I  gave  them  to  him  for  the  fear  wherewith  he 
feared  me,  and  was  afraid  before  my  name.  The  law  of  truth 
ivas  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquity  was  not  found  in  his  lips  ;  he 
walked  ivith  me  in  peace  and  equity,  and  did  turn  many  away 
from  iniquity,  for  he  is  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of  hosts."  0, 
let  us  bear  in  mind  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God  to  usward, 
for  "  his  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  as  our 
thoughts  ;"  therefore  are  we  not  consumed?  "  Return  unto  me 
and  I  will  return  unto  you,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  I  am  the 
Lord,  I  change  not,  therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  con- 
sumed." 

If  we  would  be  instrumental  in  staying  the  torrent  of  tempta- 
tion which  is  threatening  to  overwhelm  us,  our  eye  must  be  kept 
single  to  our  heavenly  Captain,  and  our  ears  open  to  his  com- 
mands, with  willing  and  obedient  hearts  to  do  his  bidding,  who 
can  lead  us  through  the  mighty  sea  of  difficulty  to  the  shore  of 
safety,  where  we  shall  be  enabled  to  sing  the  song  of  Moses  upon 
the  banks  of  deliverance,  saying,  c  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
works,  Lord  God  Almighty,  just  and  true  are  all  thy  ways,  thou 
King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and  glorify 
thy  name  ?  for  thou  only  art  holy'' 

Let  us  be  zealous,  therefore,  and  repent ;  doing  our  first  works 
before  it  is  too  late  ;  lest  our  candlestick  be  removed  out  of  his 
place,  and  we  continue  to  have  sorrow  upon  sorrow.  "  He  that 
hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear,  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto 
the  churches." 


AN   ADDRESS 
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"  He  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased,  but  he  that  humbleth  himself 
shall  be  exalted.  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you. 
Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove  your  own  selves. 
Walk  in  wisdom  towards  them  that  are  without.  The  wrath  of  man  worketh 
not  the  righteousness  of  God." 
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